
 
Slyvia McNamara 
Director for Learning, School Improvement & Inclusion 
Department for Children, Families and Learning 
4th floor, Bernard Weatherill House 
8 Mint Walk 
Croydon 
CR0 1EA 
 
03 March  2014 
 
PL/Mar/01/tf 
 
Dear Sylvia 
 
Pupil Cohort Trends  
 
Thank you for your letter of 13 February raising issues about reductions in the 
pupil cohort in a number of schools. You asked what action the EFA intends 
to take or what action we are recommending local authorities take where the 
data show a similar pattern.  You made reference to the Harris Federation 
academies in Croydon in your letter and I understand from my colleagues 
here that your letter follows an article in The Guardian national newspaper on 
21 January and in the local Croydon Guardian on 14 February. 
 
The pupil number data submitted to the Department via the school census 
over a three year period for Harris Federation academies in Croydon show a 
level of pupil turnover consistent with the LA as a whole. Having reviewed and 
compared data from the Alternative Provision Census and Harris Federation, 
we can find no evidence to suggest that any decrease in cohort size is from 
anything other than natural in-year movement.  
 
All schools must follow clear regulations when removing a pupil from their roll. 
Academies are required to comply with the Education (Pupil Registration) 
(England) Regulations 2006 – which sets out in regulation 8 that all schools, 
including academies, must inform their local authority of any pupil who is 
going to be deleted under particular grounds as specified in regulation 12(3). 
The local authority should be notified in advance of the deletion, when the 
school becomes aware that the deletion will be made.  Any breach reported to 
the EFA will be followed up and investigated. We have not received any 
complaints or indication that Harris Federation academies are not complying 
with these regulations. 
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You might also like to note that the Department has recently reinforced the 
rules so that schools can only remove a child from their performance table 
measures in specific circumstances and where a request is supported by 
evidence from their local authority and education welfare services. All 
requests are carefully scrutinised by the department. 
 
Thank you for writing to raise your concerns, and I hope this information is 
helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Peter Lauener 
Chief Executive 
Tel: 02476 660 320 
E-mail: peter.lauener@education.gsi.gov.uk 


