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he need to encourage a fresh approach to the 
overall learning environment of young people 
is widely discussed. Less documented is the 

improvement of creative education in a practical sense: 
developing physical skills and discovering talent across 
a variety of creative subjects prepares young people for 
today’s rapidly evolving professional landscape.

In this report we focus on the encouragement of creative 
skills development in schools and set the scene for the cur-
rent state of education policy across eight European coun-
tries. We outline the considerations, challenges, success 
stories and areas of opportunity that will enable greater 
integration of creative disciplines into the curriculum. And 
we highlight some of the organisations and institutions 
that lead the field in exceptional creative education.

Policy discussion across the European Union (EU) rec-
ognises the importance of creativity and innovation in  

economic growth. According to 
the European Commission, the 
creative industries are estimated 
to contribute around three per 
cent of the EU’s total GDP. 

However, there is also a discon-
nect between policy and the prep-
aration of pupils for the modern 
knowledge economy. This report 

is a starting point for a discussion about the opportunities 
provided by schooling in a variety of creative subjects – 
not just directly related to the creative industries, but as a 
grounding in the principles of creative thinking. In doing 
so, it will highlight those countries and institutions that 
recognise and promote strong creative discipline in order 
to meet the future working environment.

Other reports look at the integration of creative studies 
within the curricula of the European schooling years. This 
report’s theme of professional development means that we 
take into account the latter years of obligatory schooling, 
but focus on the next stage of the education system – upper-
secondary – to which the vast majority of European pupils 
opt to progress through to the age of 18 or 19. 

It’s necessary to draw greater attention to the integration 
of creative studies throughout the span of secondary educa-
tion, but particularly the latter years – the period in which 

a young person is actively making choices 
with direct impact on their future career path. 
These choices will, in part, be influenced by 
social circumstances and existing experiences, 
but – at this critical stage of personal devel-
opment – an upper-secondary pupil is also 
steered by the opportunities offered and the 
new horizons opened up to them.

A young person’s creative talent and  
potential can either be nurtured or inhibited 
during their journey through the education 
system. Through the insights and stories of 
achievement in this report we aim to highlight 
the importance of the nurturing approach,  
promote greater awareness of the value of 
creative discipline at secondary-school level 
and spark a discussion around the markers  
of excellence in creative education overall.

Welcome to the BeOpen review of policy, 
provision and excellence in arts teaching  
across secondary education in Europe. This 
report aims to give you a clear, informed 
and unbiased view of the current secondary-
education landscape across the continent.
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round this core provision, indi-
vidual regional and national agen-
das opt to introduce a further level  

of performing arts (drama and dance) school-
ing, alongside a more complex combination 
of visual arts options such as photogra-
phy, film, media, fashion, digital design and  
even architecture.

The various creative disciplines provided  
at upper-secondary level are, by neces-
sity, less complex than the internationally  
recognised definitions of creative industries 
(which lists a broad range, from advertising 
to through to video games). 

In this report we do not offer a 
data-driven ranking of the “best” 
schools in Europe – rather, we 
present a “most notable” selection, 
across each focus country, to allow 
for comparison of the varying 
approaches to excellence in creative 
education provision. 

We take a view towards the 
opportunities available to pupils 
who wish to actively explore the 
potential of future careers in the 
broad creative industries. This 
means that the report highlights 
those institutions that recognise 
the necessary connection between 
education and real-world experience 
– and align their individual 
curriculum offering accordingly. We 
also take into account the great 
benefit brought by schools who 
provide a rounded, general creative 
education for all students.

We have compiled the listings 
based on a range of collated criteria: 
each school’s strategic approach to 
its curriculum; school time allocated 
to creative disciplines, including 
one-to-one tuition; the expertise of 
staff and enhancement of external 
teaching partnerships; opportunities 
accessible to pupils during and 
outside school hours; support 
structures for pupils, including 
funding and apprenticeship provision; 
and the prospects for graduates. 

We have consulted industry 
experts across Europe, alongside 
existing listings, reviews, research 
and government and media reports 
– being mindful of both state and 
independent schooling options, but 
with a focus on accessibility – to 
ensure a wide-ranging and balanced 
selection of profiles that we feel 
give an accurate and rich impression 
of the landscape of excellence in 
creative education across Europe.

O V E R V I E W

Across all European education agendas studied for this 
report – and as outlined in an in-depth report published 
by the pan-European research body Eurydice – the 
creative disciplines of music and visual arts (basic  
art, craft and design skills) are taught at some stage 
during the compulsory curriculum, with national and 
regional variations in time allocation and resources.

Although we take the view that creative 
education at upper-secondary level needs to 
reflect awareness of the professional landscape 
and career opportunities, we also acknowl-
edge the requirement to simply give pupils an  
overall appreciation of creative principles.

So in order to set comparable criteria for 
this report, we have opted to retain to a sim-
ple definition of creative education as encom-
passing a combination of visual arts and 
performing arts. Through a variety of case 
studies we showcase the notable and impres-
sive variations in delivery of the range of  
disciplines within these umbrella terms.
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enerally, the involvement of a school in the pro-
motion of creative studies tends to be through 
the recruitment of its faculty, working on part-

nerships with local arts organisations and the provision 
of extracurricular activities – with some exceptional inde-
pendent examples, noted here, that create completely 
unique curricula to encourage the best from their students. 

Previous research studies have highlighted that, while 
at primary school, the exploration of creative skills can 
account for around 100 hours a year of taught time. By the 
end of compulsory schooling at the age of 16, however, the 
time dedicated to learning creative skills is likely to have 
dropped to a quarter of that amount.

Therefore, for the majority of Europe’s secondary-
school pupils wishing to explore creative disciplines in 
depth, it is necessary to attend a school with a special focus 

on creative education through to 
secondary school graduation. 

There are conflicting priori-
ties with the education agenda 
that can negatively impact on the 
time allocated to creative studies: 
there is a fixed amount of time in 
the school day and a lack of clarity 

around how to effectively assess creative output. Measura-
ble grades are generally still viewed as the most significant 
way of giving feedback about learning achievements and 
of indicating a school’s standard of education excellence. 

But this approach is rapidly changing as more schools 
across Europe independently take the initiative to pro-
actively promote the dedication of increasing amounts of 
curriculum time to creative disciplines, as documented 
later in this report, turning out all-round more successful, 
professionally-prepared pupils.

All these creatively focused schools are considered 
desirable, however, so competition for places is high.  
In some cases there is the barrier of expensive attendance 
fees but, for most of continental Europe, the strong state 
system and good funding streams ensure these schools 
remain free to attend.

The scope of creative education policy across 
Europe is led, influenced and co-ordinated by 
a mixture of government departments, local 
councils and nationally-funded organisations. 
Individual schools have varying degrees of input.
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Technical and vocational streams 
of education are offered at KTA2 
Diest. Pupils arrive at the age of 
14, with technical pupils staying 
for four years and vocational 
pupils remaining for an extra year. 

Apart from arts classes  
(as part of both technical and 
vocational streams) pupils  
choose additional directions  
such as business classes, social 
studies and languages.  

“As far as technical arts 
classes are concerned, the focus 
is on general education, together 
with drawing and other art 
classes,” says Chris Stalmans, the 
school’s publicity and art teacher. 
“Vocational classes, on the other 
hand, focus on acquiring practical 
skills such drawing and designing 
for media and advertising.” 

There are no particular entry 
criteria or fees to be paid, and 
students can get an additional 
bursary for special projects if  
they cannot afford to pay. Pupils 
in the technical stream usually 
go on to university, whereas 
vocational students go straight 
into the creative industries or  
stay on for a year to gain a 
secondary-school diploma. 

The ratio of teachers to 
students is about 1:6, and  
many of the teachers regularly 
have their own work exhibited. 
One of the school’s most famous 
alumni is Geike Arnaert, the 
former lead singer of Belgian 
group Hooverphonic.

The Sint-Lukas art school  
teaches “plastic arts” such  
as painting, drawing and  
sculpture as well as architecture,  
graphic and 3D design, 
photography and videography.

“We don’t say we want  
to prepare our students for a  
job, but to study and learn 
further. Almost 100 per cent 
go on to study some subject at 
university,” says Kris Bauwens, 
the school’s principal. More than 
60 per cent go on to arts-specific 
higher education.

Like most creative arts high 
schools in Belgium, students are 
also educated in general subjects 
including mathematics, French 
and English – while 50 per cent 
of teaching is dedicated to their 
creative art of choice.

The school has no fee-paying 
students and all materials and 
books are provided free of charge. 
Need-based scholarships are 
available via government funding. 
The school offers studios well 
equipped with state-of-the-art 
tools, including software also used 
by professional designers.

Since the school is based  
in the Brussels area, students 
spend a lot of time using  
the capital city as their 
classroom. “This is a very  
cultural and international city,” 
says Bauwens. “Theatre, film, 
music, opera… we don’t stay  
in school, we explore everything 
the city has to offer.”

At this fine arts academy (known 
locally as a Kunsthumaniora), 
students aged 14 to 18 can study 
a range of creative subjects across 
the visual and performing arts, 
ranging from art and architecture 
to design, dance and drama. 

Class sizes range from eight 
to 16 pupils. The school has 25 
dedicated teachers and about 250 
pupils, most of whom go on  
to obtain a higher education 
diploma in their specialism. 

For specially talented  
and motivated arts students, 
an additional year of schooling 
is available, with intensive 
instruction in their chosen  
subject to help them prepare  
for university. 

Within the music stream, 
students can focus on jazz,  
pop, rock or classical music,  
and in the spoken-word stream 
there is a choice between  
theatre or cabaret. The dance 
stream offers pre-professional 
training for contemporary  
and classical dance. 

Each year, students plan  
and execute elaborate shows  
to hone their public performance 
skills. This year, the school 
brought in professional 
choreographers for the annual 
dance show, including Sidi  
Larbi Cherkaoui, Montse Sánchez 
(Increpacion Company), Eléonore 
Valère (Needcompany) and Lukáš 
Timulak (formerly of the Dutch 
Dance Company).

The Technical Institute of the Holy 
Family offers a mixed programme, 
though students aged 14 to 18 can 
specialise in a variety of subjects 
including the creative arts, 
electrical engineering, languages, 
economics, mathematics and 
sciences. Several forms of applied 
arts are taught, including graphics, 
print design and advertising. 

The arts division has 61 pupils, 
and external professionals are 
brought in as partners for specific 
projects. In the final two years of 
school, students specialising in the 
arts are taught the foundations 
and techniques of visual art, 
including art history and aesthetic 
concepts such as proportion, 
movement and depth. They also 
study applied arts, including 3D 
graphic design, photography, 
fashion design and advertising.

Although classes usually contain 
about 15 pupils, one-to-one tuition 
is available to all. Most students 
either progress to university 
to continue to study artistic 
disciplines or go on to teach a 
range of arts subjects themselves. 

The school’s teaching staff 
includes photographer Reinhart  
De Grendel, while successful 
alumni include Katrien Bottez, 
the creative art director of major 
Brussels-based media  
and communications agency  
Duval Guillaume Modem, and 
artist, magazine illustrator 
and comic designer Brecht 
Vandenbroucke. 

Alongside teaching science, 
mathematics and other technical 
subjects, this free secondary 
school has an independently 
funded, specialist arts school. It’s 
small and focused: with a faculty 
of seven specialist teachers and a 
total of 50 pupils, aged 14 to 18, 
divided into groups of 12. 

“We have an architectural and 
interior design sub-group  
as well as a less structured 
stream which focuses on free art 
such as painting and sculpture,” 
says Pedro Fioen, the school’s 
academic co-ordinator. Pupils  
also study French, English and 
another general subject.

When students reach their  
final year they get their own  
room to use as a creative studio. 
The school is fully funded by the 
state, running on a tight annual 
budget, with additional grants  
for special projects.

Last year, the school was given 
its own gallery in a local shopping 
mall. “Our students display their 
work, decorate and design the 
space and work on their projects 
there,” explains Fioen. 

Former Vrij Technisch  
Instituut teachers include 
artists Serge Moreel and Lucas 
Vandeghinste. Successful alumni 
include internationally known and  
upcoming artists including Wim 
Delvoye, Mathieu Ronse and 
Michiel Ceulers, pop band  
Compact Disk Dummies and 
graphic designer Erik Desombere. 

chools in Belgium are financed and regulated by three national  
communities – the Flemish, the French and German-speaking –  
each of which has its own governing body. 

For the Flemish community, the CANON Cultuurcel Unit (part 
 of the Ministry of Education and Training) is the arts education 

hub: it develops strategies and activities to make room for the arts and cultural 
learning in the school environment. 

According to Ine Vos, Cultuurcel’s head of international networking, the unit 
gives grants for individual projects, provides teaching materials and research  
data on creative arts. It also organises funding schemes such as the dynamo3, which 
gives pupils at schools with a long-term focus on arts education free transport to 
arts hubs and cultural locations. Pupils can also apply for a €1,500 (£1,270) grant to 
support a specific creative project. A similar hub, Le Cellule Culture-Enseignement, 
exists in Brussels for the French community. 

Secondary schooling is divided into three cycles, each lasting two years. By  
the third cycle pupils are able to choose between different “menus”: general stud-
ies (languages, mathematics, sciences); technical (which includes ICT, teaching, 
engineering and communications); vocational (subjects such as carpentry and 
masonry); and the arts. 

About two per cent of students specialise in the arts every year and, upon graduat-
ing, go on to music conservatories, higher ballet and acting schools or art colleges. 
Music and visual arts are particularly well-supported, and students who opt for  
the arts-focused stream for their schooling also take classes in non-arts subjects 
including sports, languages and history.

WhaT’s hoT: The school 
participates in the Dynamo  
project, led by Canon Cultuurcel, 
through which it has won several 
¤1,500 annual bursaries for 
displaying students’ work. 
WhaT’s noT: arts subjects  
are limited to the visual arts, 
whereas other schools offer a 
range of subjects including  
theatre, music and dance. 
LoCaTIon: Diest
kta2diest.be

WhaT’s hoT: The variety of 
creative subjects other than 
the visual arts, which would 
traditionally be the sole focus of 
most Belgian kunsthumanioras. 
Many of its alumni go on to 
become professional artists.
WhaT’s noT: Cultural field trips 
at home and abroad, art materials, 
text books, music accessories and 
all extras are charged to the pupils.
LoCaTIon: antwerp
kunsthumaniora.be

WhaT’s hoT: all the teachers  
at the sint-Lukas have more  
than one job. “They are all 
professionals in their chosen 
field, but are also interested in 
education,” says Bauwens.
WhaT’s noT: all the classes  
are taught in groups – there  
is no one-to-one attention,  
unlike some other creative  
schools in Europe.
LoCaTIon: Brussels
sintlukas.com

WhaT’s hoT: all students learn 
how to adapt their creative talents 
to commercial applications, 
helping them to gain professional 
experience rather than just 
learning principles and techniques.
WhaT’s noT: The teaching  
staff devoted to the creative arts 
is small – only six teachers shared 
between all students, means  
one-to-one tuition time is precious.
LoCaTIon: Ypres
2.hfi.be

WhaT’s hoT: older students  
get one-to-one tuition from 
professors for about two hours 
every day, especially when  
working on their final project. 
WhaT’s noT: The school is  
not well funded, and only had 
¤2,300 for special projects last 
year. students have to pay  
for their own art materials and  
any school trips. 
LoCaTIon: Kortrijk
vtikortrijk.be

1. KTA2 DiesT 2. KunsThumAniorA 
riKso

3. KunsThumAniorA 
sinT-LuKAs

4. Technisch 
insTiTuuT heiLige 
FAmiLie ieper

5. Vrij Technisch 
insTiTuuT 
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“   W E  M A K E  R O O M  F O R  T H E  A R T s  I N  T H E  s C H O O L 
E N V I R O N M E N T,  pA R T I C U L A R LY  F O R  p U p I L s  AT  s C H O O L s 
W I T H  A  L O N G -T E R M  F O C U s  O N  A R T s  E D U C AT I O N ”

i n e  v o s ,  h e a d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k i n g ,  c a n o n  c u lt u u r c e l  u n i t ,  b e l g i u m
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Eight European countries, 40 exceptional places of study. We highlight the  
continent’s most notable centres of creative learning across each focus country
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Consisting of a general secondary 
school and a vocational school  
for arts, this lycée has a reputation 
for applied arts and product  
design, and offers a wide range  
of options for students interested 
in design in all forms. 

Pupils take the general, 
technical or professional 
baccalauréat or other vocational 
programmes and specialised 
diplomas at the school. Facilities 
are shared across all parts of 
the institution and students can 
specialise to the extent that 
they wish. As such, the school 
produces many of the region’s best 
professional designers.

“We have many students who 
have won international design 
competitions, especially in 
fashion,” says head of design Jean-
Louis Fromenty. He adds that the 
school offers a particularly strong 
foundation in product design 
“because companies such as 
Renault and Peugeot are nearby”.

The design department has 250 
pupils and classes generally contain 
fewer than 20 students, with two 
teachers allocated to each. There 
are dedicated workspaces for 
senior students and all students 
share access to the latest 
equipment and workshops.

After graduating, most students 
continue studying design in French 
cities or abroad, with others 
beginning their careers directly 
in design firms or publishers as 
graphic designers and illustrators.

Younger students who pass  
the extremely selective 
admissions process for a place  
at the Conservatoire de Paris  
will be automatically admitted  
to the Lycée Georges Brassens, 
and joining a select body of 
students who work to a  
unique timetable of part-time 
academic work and training in 
their artistic specialism.

It is located close to the 
Conservatoire and is an institution 
for gifted young musicians, 
dancers, artists and a handful of 
athletes to pursue their talents 
with a rigorous training regime, 
while being prepared for the 
general baccalauréat from  
a reduced timetable. 

The students work half-days, 
reserving independent practice 
and specialised lessons for the 
remaining hours in a professional 
and dedicated working atmosphere. 
They are also encouraged to take 
in local exhibitions, concerts and 
international cultural tours.

Academically thorough (a 
96 per cent success rate in the 
baccalauréat) and relatively small 
(337 pupils this year, though 
growing), the school is famous  
in France for its unique structure. 
Its detachment from the typical 
lycée system put it under threat 
of being dismantled in 2009, but 
the school successfully  
won its independence after  
a long campaign fought  
by students and teachers.

This small secondary school 
shares its campus with the École 
Supérieure d’Arts Appliqués 
de Bourgogne (ESAAB) design 
school and offers a comprehensive 
general baccalauréat education 
(from the age of 15) with the 
opportunity for students to focus 
on communication, design and 
applied arts, thanks to its shared 
staff and facilities.

The lycée teaches the core 
baccalauréat curriculum with 
mainstream options, and is 
the only school in the region to 
offer the technical baccalauréat 
in applied arts. Training is 
impressively rich, with students 
encouraged to pursue their  
own interests – from painting  
to video editing – in a course  
that interprets design broadly. 
The course produces students 
who excel in the artistic elements 
of design as well as industrial 
design and architecture.

Most students on the 
programme progress to take the 
brevet de technicien supérieur 
arts appliqués diploma at ÉSAAB, 
or graduate directly to higher 
education institutions of  
design and architecture in  
France and across Europe. 

Given the stiff competition 
for BTS and DMA courses in 
France, training at the Lycée de la 
Communication Alain Colas – and 
the wide range of creative-focused 
extracurricular options – places its 
students in good stead.

This lycée is notable for having 
some of the best baccalauréat 
results and rates of success for 
entrance to the grandes écoles 
in the country, while maintaining 
a creative, even bohemian, 
reputation. It’s also well known for 
its post-baccalauréat preparatory 
class for film school – known 
as the Ciné-Sup – a two-year 
programme taken after the 
baccalauréat to prepare students 
for the major film schools. 
Ciné-Sup takes 24 students per 
year from around 360 applicants, 
teaching theory and practice – 
from budget management to 
scriptwriting and cultural theory.

The 17 teachers and film 
professionals who lead the 
specialist aspects of the  
Ciné-Sup are also available  
to students who take an interest 
in film at the baccalauréat  
level. Thus students who choose 
the general baccalauréat option 
can take modules in cinema  
and visual arts as part of the  
“L” (literature) stream.

In their first year, the 15-year-
old students receive three hours 
of initiation in film culture 
and film-making techniques, 
increasing to five hours for 
students who choose  
to specialise. Immersion in  
the craft is encouraged, with 
students participating in the 
Premiers Plans film festival and 
attending an international film 
festival in their finals.

The only lycée in the region to 
offer the TMD baccalauréat 
stream for music and dance, and 
one of the consistently highest 
performing in its results, the 
Saint-Sernin is excellent for  
a rounded creative education 
– with many of its students 
pursuing artistic subjects  
in further education.

Students who have successfully  
enrolled for the TMD must 
choose either music or dance as 
a specialist subject. The school 
partners with the Conservatoire 
Toulouse, allowing its specialist 
choice of education to be  
taught by the faculty there.  
One-to-one tuition and classes  
in music theory at the 
Conservatoire amount to two  
or three half-days per week. 

To enter this lycée programme, 
students must, by the age of  
15, be at a standard equivalent 
to the end of the Conservatoire’s 
second cycle (equivalent to six 
to ten years’ training), and take 
a series of competitive entrance 
tests and auditions, judged by 
staff of both institutions.

Students at Saint-Sernin have 
many opportunities to perform 
regularly at the school, and a  
host of other art events,  
including concerts and plays, 
punctuate the school year.  
The annual Saint-Sernin Art  
Week holds student exhibitions 
and outdoor concerts that take 
over the school’s campus.

rench secondary education is highly uniform, regulated exhaustively 
from the central Ministère de l’Education nationale and the Ministère 
de la Culture et de la Communication, who oversee arts and cultural 
education at a national level with some shared policies.

While the general curriculum and academic criteria remain highly 
centralised with comparatively little regional variation, local authorities over-
see specialised arts institutions, such as conservatoires and drama schools, and  
have taken greater responsibility for arts and cultural programmes, outside  
core school hours, for the past 20 years. 

After compulsory education, the majority of students graduate to lycées and take 
the baccalauréat diploma. Students can choose a general (for university entrance), 
technical or professional baccalauréat stream. The Baccalauréat Technologique 
offers a mix of vocational training with classroom theory which prepares students 
for higher education; the Baccalauréat Professionnel is predominantly vocational, 
readying students for immediate careers. Practically all schools are state-funded at 
this level, with the exception of religious schools and some private schools that offer 
intensive preparation for the grandes ècoles (prestigious universities).

Of particular note is the Techniques de la Musique et de la Danse Baccalauréat 
(TMD) stream, offered at 25 lycées nationwide. Schools offering this programme 
partner with local conservatoires, with whom students must register as their higher 
education choice in order to take up the course. The programme at these schools con-
sists of general lessons (languages, philosophy, art history, sciences) balanced with 
targeted education in music and dance techniques and principles.

WhaT’s hoT: a range of art 
options and courses, both 
general and vocational, from 
design d’espace (a combination 
of interior design, urbanism and 
architecture) to Japanese.
WhaT’s noT: There is no boarding 
available, so students from further 
afield must find accommodation.
LoCaTIon: Versailles
www.lyc-claudel-vaureal. 
ac-versailles.fr

WhaT’s hoT: all students can opt 
into a wide range of formal and 
extracurricular courses – including 
an active cinema club, music 
and dance options, fine arts and 
languages such as Russian, which 
is unique to the region.
WhaT’s noT: although the school 
is small, there is little in the way 
of one-to-one student attention.
LoCaTIon: nevers
lyc58-colas.ac-dijon.fr

WhaT’s hoT: The school offers 
students a “dual education”, at 
once at a high-performing lycée 
and at a higher arts institution. 
WhaT’s noT: With its growing 
student numbers, this unique 
school is beginning to lose its 
distinctive spirit of artistic 
community.
LoCaTIon: Paris
ac-paris.fr/serail/jcms/s2_162187/
ee-lg-georges-brassens-portail

WhaT’s hoT: Film figures such as 
François Bégaudeau and Richard J 
Thomson have passed through the 
school, which is free to attend.
WhaT’s noT: The Ciné-sup is 
under threat of being forced to 
become independent from the rest 
of the school, perhaps as soon 
as 2016, and may then take its 
equipment, facilities and expertise. 
LoCaTIon: nantes
guisthau.paysdelaloire.e-lyco.fr

WhaT’s hoT: one of the best 
schools for aspiring musicians 
and dancers to study for the 
TMD alongside a good general 
education. Plenty of opportunities 
for students to share their talents.
WhaT’s noT: Competition  
for entry to the TMD means  
many talented and experienced 
students often miss out.
LoCaTIon: Toulouse
saint-sernin.entmip.fr

1. Lycée cAmiLLe 
cLAuDeL De VAuréAL

2. Lycée De LA 
communicATion 
ALAin coLAs

3. Lycée georges 
BrAssens

4. Lycée gABrieL 
guisT’hAu

5. Lycée sAinT-sernin

F

“  W E  A R E  M O R E  I N T E R E s T E D  I N  T H E  C R E AT I V E  O p T I O N s  A N D  T Y p E  O F  B A C C A L A U R É AT  
s T U D E N T s  H AV E  D O N E ,  R AT H E R  T H A N  T H E  s C H O O L s  T H E Y  A R E  F R O M ”

v é r o n i q u e  e i c h e r ,  h e a d  o f  a d m i s s i o n s ,  e n s c i  d e s i g n  s c h o o l ,  p a r i s

p A R I s

1

2
4

5

3



G E R M A N Y

Tucked away in the Black Forest, 
this is one of Germany’s biggest 
schools. It has 1,600 students, and 
an equally big reputation.

In 2005, German magazine 
Capital named it the country’s best, 
praising it for the value placed on 
creativity and arts education, not 
just for specialists but for every 
student’s general growth. And in 
academic terms, Achern scores 
amongst the best in Europe.

“Art connects originality and 
discipline,” Achern’s principal, 
Paul Droll, told Capital magazine. 
“Artistic work promotes thinking.”

This artistic focus seeps into  
all aspects of school life. The 
Achern values diversity in its 
students’ interests: it holds 
timetabled courses in photography, 
theatre, graphic design, film  
and computer-aided arts.

Unlike many other gymnasiums, 
students can specialise in 
dedicated music and arts, taking 
courses from their first year. 

Particularly gifted pupils 
can study at the institution’s 
Schülerakademie Kunst art 
academy, which accepts 500 
students – thus nearly a third of all 
the school’s attendees specialise 
in art. A unique institution, and 
in effect the largest art school 
in Germany, it offers advanced 
courses in visual arts, taught by 
ten dedicated arts teachers who 
place an emphasis on professional 
practice as well as extracurricular 
courses and activities.

Opening in 2010, this vocational 
school’s focus on art – with no 
general subjects – is almost 
unique in Germany. This year  
will see its first graduating class, 
with students who started now 
aged 15 to 16.

The curriculum offers a  
wide range of visual arts  
with vocational qualifications, 
from digital media to art  
history and theory, sculpture  
and architecture. 

The gymnasium’s broad 
curriculum aims to connect  
the principles of each subject  
and offer a deep understanding  
of aesthetics, contemporary 
art and the humanities while 
preparing students for further 
education and professional life. 
The first year teaches basic 
techniques; the second focuses 
on traditional art concepts before 
the curriculum broadens according 
to the students’ interests.

Pupils benefit from their own 
study spaces and workshops, take 
a variety of independent courses 
and are encouraged to work on 
their own projects. There are many 
opportunities to exhibit work to 
the public in the school as well as 
through external exhibitions.

Internships in creative fields 
are strongly encouraged and  
links are currently being 
forged with local institutions. 
Professional artists and designers 
teach at the school alongside 
formally trained teachers. 

Gymnasium Essen Werden has  
had a reputation for ballet 
tuition since the 60s, but in 
2003 it established a dedicated 
dance school that has earned it 
nationwide fame. Its advanced 
stage course makes it the only 
school in Germany to offer dance 
as a specialist subject.

Dance is open to all members 
of the general school, as a  
core part of school life for  
both boys and girls. Students 
entering at the lower-secondary 
classes don’t need to take any 
entrance test or require prior 
experience – only students 
entering directly into the dance 
house audition for places. The 
youngest students receive 
nine hours of dance per week, 
progressing to more than 20  
hours in the advanced years – 
taken on top of their regular 
lessons for the Abitur. 

For students not dedicated 
to dance, the Gymnasium Essen 
Werden’s creative reputation 
extends well beyond, with  
strong extracurricular 
opportunities in theatre, music 
and art (and art history is 
strongly encouraged on  
the curriculum for all students). 
The opportunities for students 
wanting to pursue professional 
careers in the arts are excellent, 
and many specialist dance 
students go on to attend the  
best dance schools and companies 
in the country and beyond.

Close ties with the Franz Liszt 
Academy of Music makes  
this gymnasium unique among  
the well-respected music 
schools in the country. Its 
students receive a general Abitur 
education, while also benefiting 
from world-class tuition from the 
professors at Liszt. 

Belvedere takes students from 
ages nine to 19, and the school is 
small, with just one class per year 
and 100 students in all. As such, 
entry requirements are tough and 
standards exceptionally high, with 
auditions for all applicants.

“They have to have played  
their instruments for several years 
and they have to have a gift for 
it,” says Christina Stöckel, the 
school’s assistant artistic director. 
“We only take the best.”

In remote surroundings in  
the heart of Germany, most 
students board and life here  
is dedicated to music, with 
Saturday classes on alternating 
weekends and many concerts put 
on throughout the year.

A general education towards 
the Abitur produces well-rounded 
students with high academic 
performance, but a commitment 
to music pervades: approximately 
70 per cent of pupils continue 
studying music in higher education.

Deutsche Bank recently 
sponsored new state-of-the-art 
facilities on campus, offering 
pupils modern classrooms and  
a concert hall. 

Famed for its Thomanerchor  
(St. Thomas Choir), founded in 
1212 and once directed by  
Johann Sebastian Bach, this 
school is steeped in musical 
history and tradition. 

“Last year the school and  
choir celebrated our 800th 
anniversary,” says Kati Prange,  
an academic director at the 
school. “No other traditional 
school in Germany is as old.”

Each year has two regular 
classes of pupils, plus a further 
class of around 22 students – 
formed of the boys from the 
choir and girls who are otherwise 
specialising in music. These 
students receive the same  
general education for the  
Abitur, but at the same time 
gaining dedicated musical  
tuition to an exceptional level.

All members of the school 
receive a very high standard of 
classical musical education,  
and traditional arts – fine arts  
and art history are encouraged  
for every student. 

To attend the specialist music 
class, students are required to 
pass auditions and must already 
have musical qualifications, 
though there are no special 
academic entry requirements 
beyond those expected of 
any other German grammar 
school, and tuition is free. After 
graduating, many students 
continue to study music to  
the highest level.

rts education in Germany is promoted by multiple stakeholders. In 
general, each state is responsible for its broad cultural and crea-
tive education policy, and for promoting the arts, and each has 
its own preferences and practices. Some guidelines and projects  
are implemented by the federal government, but in a small capacity.

The Standing Conference of Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of  
the Länder (KMK) represents the states and aligns the variations between 
them, lightly overseen by Germany’s federal ministry of education. In general, 
the KMK resists school inspections and comparisons across the states, thus few  
schools get the opportunity to receive national recognition.

In the last ten years there has been a significant push towards better arts  
education, particularly in primary and lower-secondary education, pioneered by a 
few states and matched by federal support. The successful An Instrument for Every 
Child programme, launched in 2003, has been widely adopted and has ensured four 
years of early music training for pupils.

At upper-secondary level, there are two kinds of school for pupils aged 15 to 19. 
They can attend a gymnasium (grammar school) and take the Abitur as an exit  
exam for university, or attend a gesamtschule, comparable with a comprehensive 
school, with no entrance requirements and producing separate qualifications. A 
vocational option, such as at a berufsschule – tuition alongside apprenticeships – 
generally comes after graduation from these.

Besides schools with a musical focus (which have a strong tradition in Germany), 
there a few art schools at upper-secondary level in Germany. In recent years,  
however, a handful of art and dance schools have emerged.

WhaT’s hoT: achern emphasises 
a creative education for all. Its  
art academy is unrivalled for those 
who want to specialise before 
enrolling to university.
WhaT’s noT: Despite its 
nationwide reputation, only 
students living within the 
catchment area can attend. But 
the facilities are open for public 
courses outside school hours.
LoCaTIon: achern
gymnasium-achern.de

WhaT’s hoT: a particularly great 
opportunity for young dancers 
who don’t want to sacrifice their 
academic and wider creative scope 
when studying for the abitur.
WhaT’s noT: More could be  
done to encourage dance 
opportunities for older students 
outside of the specialised 
programme, as only a handful  
take the advanced course.
LoCaTIon: Essen
gymnasium-essen-werden.de

WhaT’s hoT: It may be  
Germany’s newest art  
school, but Rheinland-Pfalz  
has already developed a 
prestigious reputation, and is 
indicative of the push  
for improvements in artistic 
education in the country.
WhaT’s noT: It’s perhaps  
too early to judge the school’s  
long-term success.
LoCaTIon: alzey
aufbaugym.bildung-rp.de

WhaT’s hoT: students receive 
the highest standard of tuition in 
music from an early age without 
sacrificing an academic education. 
WhaT’s noT: Tuition is free,  
but the location means almost  
all students need to board and 
are therefore required to  
pay a ¤3,000 annual boarding  
fee. needs-based scholarships  
are available.
LoCaTIon: Weimar
musikgymnasium-belvedere.de

WhaT’s hoT: The halo effect –  
it has a long list of alumni,  
from the Bach family and Wagner 
to modern-day musicians,  
including the composer Ernest 
sauter and the members of  
the band Die Prinzen.
WhaT’s noT: With one foot in 
the past, more could be done to 
modernise the Thomasschule’s 
general arts schooling.
LoCaTIon: Leipzig
thomasschule.de

1. gymnAsium Achern 2. gymnAsium  
essen WerDen

3. LAnDesKunsT- 
gymnAsium 
rheinLAnD-pFALz

4. musiKgymnAsium 
schLoss  
BeLVeDere

5. ThomAsschuLe  
zu Leipzig
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I T A L Y

One of the most prominent 
artistic state schools in Milan, this 
institution is also a successful 
feeder school for the Politecnico 
di Milano, the largest technical 
university in Italy, as well as the 
Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti 
(Naba), a privately run Milanese 
university. The latter founded 
Milano Accademie, a network 
of the most prestigious visual 
and performing-arts schools and 
academies in Milan. 

The school teaches a range of 
subjects such as architecture and 
design, graphic design, audio-visual 
and multimedia and visual arts 
– with technical sub-categories 
such as graphic geometry, theory 
of shape, form and colour and 
architectural surveying also 
taught. At 18, students receive 
their secondary-school diploma 
and are expected to then study art 
subjects at university or in non-
university institutes for the arts, 
such as the ISIA institutes. 

The school runs various events 
to engage the pupils with the 
subjects they study in abstract. 
For instance, a recent series 
called Lacquer helped students  
to appreciate contemporary 
art. This included holding 
conferences with professionals 
such as visual artist Anna 
Detheridge and art critic 
Marco Scotini and mounting 
exhibitions by local film-makers, 
photographers and artists, as well 
as showcasing students’ work. 

This school was originally 
founded in 1933 as a school for 
the deaf, but is now a secondary 
school for children aged 14 to  
18. Its pupils are mainly from  
the local catchment area, and  
the focus is on creative arts, 
including architecture, visual  
arts and media, painting and  
2D and 3D design. 

Based close to the Fiera 
Milano, one of the largest 
cultural exhibition spaces in 
Italy, Umberto Boccioni students 
are within walking distance of 
world-class cultural arts shows 
and events. Pupils are trained to 
experiment, with the view that 
they will eventually lead their 
own studio or research group. 
To this end, younger pupils 
are taught the techniques and 
materials involved in traditional 
artistic practices. In their  
final year, students are 
required to learn about the 
cycle of a product, its aesthetic 
presentation and how to sell it. 

The school has a special 
programme for students 
interested in preserving  
historic works of art, either  
as museum curators, cataloguers 
or art historians. It has  
partnered with the Case Museo  
di Milano, a network of four  
major house museums, where 
teachers and museum curators 
help pupils build ties with these 
local cultural institutions and 
understand how they are run.

Originally established as a branch 
of the Academy di Brera of Milan, 
the Giacomo Manzù is now one 
of the largest art schools in the 
region. In 1968 it began to offer 
the Leonardo da Vinci programme 
of study, designed for vocational 
subjects such as the arts,  
which is funded and run by the 
European Commission. 

After two years of general 
education, pupils can choose 
between three-year courses in 
architecture, painting, graphics, 
sculpture, photography and 
cultural heritage. 

The school is part of a network 
of key Italian art schools called 
Art-in-Rete, which provide a 
platform for students to display 
their creative work, offer 
graduation guidance – both 
in the vocational and higher-
education streams – encourage 
collaborations with other art 
schools and the local cultural 
scene, and train arts teachers. 

A recent project by the 
students involved restoring the 
local park in Bergamo by building 
cyclist and pedestrian paths, 
installing art pieces and erecting a 
noise and pollution barrier. 

The school has a special 
extra-curricular programme to 
encourage cross-disciplinary 
study, where it offers students 
the option to attend additional 
classes at local high schools 
specialising in science, classics 
and language. 

This school is headquartered in 
the historic Palazzo Chambers, 
which has housed institutes 
and special schools for artists 
since 1845. It is in the heart 
of Renaissance Rome and 
surrounded by museums, cultural 
exhibits and galleries. One of 
the major feeder schools for the 
Istituto Superiore per le Industrie 
Artistiche Design university 
(ISIA) in Rome, the  
Via Di Ripetta offers architecture, 
fine arts, technical design  
and graphic design.

Students' first two years 
here are devoted to learning the 
foundations of the trade – the 
tools and methods of drawing 
and painting, understanding how 
design translates into the real 
world – while the final three 
years involve a specialisation. 
The design specialisation focuses 
on product design: paper-
based; digital 2D and 3D; and 
sculpture. This includes learning 
about artisan and industrial 
processes of production, and 
how to present the product and 
sell to a client. The graphics 
specialisation focuses on making 
brochures, posters and products 
for advertising, web design and 
publishing design techniques. 

The school offers various 
special creative courses to 
complement the regular 
timetable, including plenty  
of exploration of the city  
and its artistic heritage.

This art school was founded in 
1869 in the Santa Croce district of 
Florence as a school of “carvers 
in wood, cabinet makers and 
carpenters". Since then, the school 
has evolved a rich history  
of training artisans and an elite  
list of teachers, art-school heads 
and well-known makers such 
as Libero Spartaco Andreotti  
and Bruno Innocenti. 

The school has expanded its 
remit to train students, aged 11 to 
18, in interior design, architecture, 
fashion, costume design and 
film, granting access to the final 
secondary exams and preparing 
pupils for university. 

The art department is varied, 
with specialists teaching 
everything from mosaic and batik 
printing to Byzantine icon  
painting and woodblocks.

Alongside modern creative 
subjects, the school continues in 
its vocational tradition, teaching 
furniture-making and gold- and 
silversmithing as part of the 
jewellery design course.

The school library specialises 
in the applied arts and contains 
around 15,000 volumes of 
photographs, drawings and 
paintings, many of which are  
rare items studied by art scholars 
from around the world.

Famous alumni include  
the Oscar-winning costume 
designer Gabriella Pescucci,  
film director Franco Zeffirelli  
and painter Lucio Venna.

taly has one of the world’s oldest state education systems, having first 
made primary school compulsory back in 1859. Almost 90 per cent of 
the country’s students attend state schools, although private, faith-
based and international schools also operate.

Secondary education in Italy is divided into two parts - lower and 
upper level. The lower diploma lasts three years, until the age of 14, and consists 
of a general education in the Italian curriculum, including Italian language and lit-
erature, maths, science, history and geography. At the upper level, pupils can study 
for either three or five years, although to receive a secondary school degree – the 
diploma di scuola superior – they must stay for the full five.

There are two categories of upper-secondary school: the liceo (grammar 
school), which is more academic, and an istituto (essentially a vocational school).  
Within their local school district, pupils can choose from a specialised liceo –  
in the arts, sciences, linguistics, and classics. The vocational institutes also offer a  
visual/fine arts specialism. 

Music and performing-arts schools were traditionally associated with regional 
conservatories or universities, but during a 2008 reform of the law, a new type of 
high school devoted to music and dance was created. These 56 schools are expected 
to open their doors during the 2013/2014 academic year. 

Our selection of five notable Italian fine art schools on these pages have all  
been recommended as “best practice” examples by Luciano Chiappetta, the 
director general of Italy’s Ministry of Education, and includes feeder schools  
for the country’s top arts universities. 

WhaT’s hoT: The school is highly 
engaged with the community: 
recent projects include a series 
called social art in partnership 
with cultural organisations and the 
Institute for the Blind in Milan.
WhaT’s noT: It lags behind in 
terms of digital media facilities, 
although students and teachers 
have recently joined a national 
conference to address this.
LoCaTIon: Milan
liceocaravaggio.gov.it 

WhaT’s hoT: although a  
“liceo artistico", this school 
doesn’t believe in a purely  
arts focus – it creatively  
weaves language and science  
into the curriculum. 
WhaT’s noT: school days at  
the Giacomo Manzù are long,  
with a timetabled week of 40 
hours. and that's not including 
extra-curricular activities.
LoCaTIon: Bergamo
lasbergamo.it 

WhaT’s hoT: While most art 
schools are modernising their 
facilities and moving into the 
digital space, this school  
maintains its specialisation in art 
history and preservation.
WhaT’s noT: Despite being one  
of the best artistic high schools in 
the country, it prioritises students 
from the catchment area, so  
it is often over-subscribed.
LoCaTIon: Milan
liceoartisticoboccioni.it

WhaT’s hoT: Creativity is a  
way of life at this school.  
students recently made CaD 
models of a new maze-path, 
sculptures and furniture to  
be installed in its garden.  
WhaT’s noT: The school is 
growing quickly and its studios 
are becoming too cramped for the 
pupils. however, it is now in the 
process of expanding its facilities. 
LoCaTIon: Rome
liceoripetta.it 

WhaT’s hoT: This is one of  
the few Italian high schools to  
still put an emphasis on 
craftsmanship and making,  
rather than just the finer arts. 
WhaT’s noT: Donations 
from parents are expected for  
the upkeep of the school, as  
well as any extra-curricular 
activities their children may  
want to take part in.
LoCaTIon: Florence
isa.firenze.it

1. Liceo ArTisTico 
cArAVAggio

2. Liceo ArTisTico pio 
e giAcomo mAnzù

3. Liceo ArTisTico 
umBerTo Boccioni

4. Liceo ArTisTico  
ViA Di ripeTTA

5. Liceo porTA  
romAnA e sesTo
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T H E  N E T H E R L A N D s

Theatre sits at the centre of Arte 
College's curriculum, with  
the 850-student institution run  
like a stage company. 

“All children studying at Arte 
College are in some way concerned 
with an aspect of theatre, from 
make-up and catering to set  
design or singing,” says the 
school’s rector Roosje Passchier. 
“Everyone contributes their 
expertise to a greater whole.” 

Starting from age 12, pupils 
study general subjects such  
as Dutch and mathematics, only 
specialising in a specific creative 
subject at 18 – although art and 
theatre are woven into the general 
curriculum where possible.

This theme has been spatially 
translated in the design of the 
school: study areas are grouped 
around the central auditorium. 
This space forms the heart of 
the school, and won the Almere 
Architectural award in 2010. 

Every year, the college  
runs a programme called Arte 
Week, where the school  
organises on-campus workshops 
taught by professional actors, 
designers, musicians and  
makers from around the country. 
They work with the students on 
various projects ranging from  
set design to animation: 
for a recent theatre project, 
representatives from the youth 
theatre Sonnevanck helped 
students hone their writing  
and presentation skills. 

This full secondary school has 
special programmes for dance, 
theatre, music and art. “We  
have a huge network of partners 
around the city, with whom we 
develop specialised curriculums,” 
says Jan Hegge, Segbroek's art 
and culture co-ordinator. 

In the theatre programme, 
the school works with the 
Koorenhuis, The Hague’s main 
arts and culture centre, as  
well as the National Theatre. 
From the age of 11, pupils  
start learning how to interpret 
text, use mime and perform.  
Each year, their performances 
evolve in complexity and 
responsibility, with dance and 
music students also being 
integrated in the latter years' 
shows. They put on a final-year 
show, completely executed from 
writing to production, at 18.

Dance students are trained by 
teachers from the National Ballet 
school and Ex nunc: Ex nunc, 
a modern dance studio, whose 
director instructs students in 
styles including jazz, hip hop  
and African. Pupils have  
access to private rooms for  
one-to-one instruction. 

Arts students are offered 
intensive instruction on subjects 
including drawing, graphic design, 
fashion and interior design at  
The Hague’s Royal Art Academy, 
alongside more hands-on art 
lessons, such as ceramics, with 
the Koorenhuis.

The Individual Artistic Secondary 
School teaches a wide range 
of creative subjects including 
dance, drama, film, art and crafts, 
ceramics and music. It also  
has a television school. 

Every pupil, starting age 12, 
develops a digital portfolio of their 
work over their five or six years at 
the school – online picture books 
for visual arts, film, photography 
and video for drama, dance and 
music – so they learn to use a 
variety of tools to supplement 
their particular talent.

In their first two years, students 
spend around ten hours a week on 
arts subjects to explore various 
disciplines and discover their 
strengths. By the final two years, 
students are required to choose 
one or two specialist subjects.

All pupils participate in 
extracurricular activities  
such as theatre, music and  
dance performances, film and 
poetry festivals and excursions  
at home and abroad. The school 
also organises open-mic nights 
and students put on a range of 
performances and shows. 

IVKO collaborates with 
cultural institutions including the 
Amsterdam Music Theatre and 
drama company De Toneelmakerij, 
and has a close working 
relationship with institutions such 
as the Amsterdam School of Arts 
and the Media Academy, where 
IVKO students regularly progress 
to continue their studies.  

This secondary college of 1,550 
students collaborates with the 
Eindhoven Centre for Arts to 
provide pupils with a strong 
education in visual arts, dance, 
drama and music. It also has 
specialised streams for sports  
and technical studies, run as 
separate “schools” within the 
larger institution.

During the junior years 
(between ages 12 and 14), pupils 
spend up to ten hours a week 
on arts subjects, in addition to 
regular academic lessons – which 
include being taught at least 
two foreign languages. Once 
they reach the final year, at age 
17–18, students are required to 
have specialised in one of the 
four creative streams. Although 
each child has a unique interest 
or talent, they are encouraged 
to constantly experiment with 
the other arts on offer: music 
students often go to the theatre, 
and drama students have to give a 
dance performance once a year.

About ten per cent of the 
teachers at the Sint-Joris  
teach creative arts, and several 
run their own theatre groups  
and curate or exhibit at art 
galleries. For student projects, 
the college has collaborated 
with local design studios such as 
Eindhoven’s Daylight studio, the 
Fontys Art Academy in Tilburg 
(which teaches circus arts) and 
the Van Abbemuseum, for both 
working and exhibiting.

This “urban school" has a  
science specialism and an arts 
curriculum that includes dance, 
music, theatre and fine arts. 

“We have a separate programme 
for talented students in the  
arts, where they can develop  
and hone professional skills  
within the curriculum,” says 
Martine Horstman, the cultural 
and arts co-ordinator.

The school guides students 
through secondary education, 
from the age of 12 to 18, and 
admissions are based on auditions. 
Approximately 300 students at the 
school specialise in the arts, and 
classes are taught in groups of 15 
by teachers who themselves are 
fine artists, musicians or dancers.

Dance students receive 
scholarships through a 
longstanding partnership 
the school has nurtured with 
the ArtEz Conservatorium, 
a Netherlands-based higher 
education arts institute. These 
students receive two hours of 
instruction per day from university 
professionals and school teachers, 
alongside general subjects 
including English and history. 

Meanwhile, pupils with 
exceptional talent in theatre 
spend an additional four hours a 
week on voice and drama lessons 
and can request additional 
workshopping and training 
around their timetable. A keen 
understanding of contemporary 
Dutch theatre is encouraged.

utch educational policy is co-ordinated by the Ministry of Education, 
Culture and Science, with a strong emphasis on creative arts across 
all of the country’s state schools. While there are private schools, 
they are mostly attended by foreign students. State education in 
the Netherlands is generally considered to be of better quality than  

private schooling. From the age of five, children at Dutch elementary schools 
receive “culture cards” which enable discounted visits to art galleries,  
museums and theatres. At age 12, pupils move into one of three higher education 
streams: Vmbo (four years vocational learning); Havo (five years upper-secondary 
education, where students can specialise in creative arts, social sciences or natural 
sciences); and Vwo (six years pre-university education). 

Havo and Vwo schools that wish to focus on creative arts can apply for a Cultural 
Focus Schools badge. These schools offer a broader range of arts subjects – art, 
music, dance, photography and drama feature frequently on the timetable. Two 
or more arts subjects are taught to all year groups and creative subjects are inter-
linked with regular subjects through teaching. “Pupils at these schools are highly 
engaged, score better in all their subjects and claim they have more fun learning,” 
says Antoine Gerrits, head of the nationwide Cultural Focus Schools Network.

Eight of the 43 Cultural Focus-certified schools provide a special talent  
programme. This offers exceptionally promising pupils a targeted curriculum  
to develop their talent to the full, while still within the regular education system, 
and may also provide additional funding. Music, dance and drama are the most  
common talent programmes, and schools usually collaborate with a specialist 
organisation for each of these disciplines.

WhaT’s hoT: The school puts 
focus on collaboration, teamwork 
and cross-disciplinary learning.  
To this end, there are open-plan 
study centres for communal 
learning instead of classrooms.
WhaT’s noT: It's only two  
years old, so the school is  
still finding its feet and is 
constantly experimenting with 
various educational methods. 
LoCaTIon: almere
artecollege.nl

WhaT’s hoT: IVKo follows the 
Montessori principles of education, 
which encourage individual 
tutoring, mixed-age classes and  
a tailored curriculum. 
WhaT’s noT: It only offers  
the Vmbo and havo diplomas, 
which means students can 
progress to vocational colleges  
or the job market, but not  
straight to university. 
LoCaTIon: amsterdam
ivko.nl

WhaT’s hoT: although a 
secondary school, the segbroek 
provides all the facilities and 
access to expertise of a higher 
education college or university. 
WhaT’s noT: This expertise 
comes at a price – students  
are required to pay 25 per cent  
of the total cost. Dance is  
the most expensive, at ¤2,000  
per pupil, per year. 
LoCaTIon: The hague
segbroek.nl

WhaT’s hoT: The school provides 
scholarships for arts students  
who wish to pursue special 
projects and work with individual 
artists and performers.
WhaT’s noT: With 1,550 
students, the school is  
extremely large, meaning there 
isn’t much scope to provide any 
informal workshops or individual 
attention to students.
LoCaTIon: Eindhoven
www.sintjoris.sghetplein.nl

WhaT’s hoT: The various 
partnership programmes with 
higher-education institutions  
mean pupils have exposure  
to high-level instruction in art, 
theatre, dance and music  
from an early age.
WhaT’s noT: although it is a 
state school, arts students in 
particular are required to pay fees 
of up to ¤1,000 per year.
LoCaTIon: Enschede
hetstedelijk.nl/kottenpark
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This art school emerged in 1980, 
when arts education in Spain  
was still entirely outside the 
general education system. It has 
offered the art Bachillerato  
since 1997, for which it has 
earned a reputation for instilling 
in its students an excellent 
foundation in the arts.

Today the school offers a 
variety of art and design courses 
for students from 16 through  
to post-graduate studies. At 
secondary level, it offers the 
artistic Bachillerato in visual  
arts and in performing arts  
and dance. There is also 
vocational training, both pre-
Bachillerato intermediate and 
post-Bachillerato advanced,  
in art and design.

Core subjects such as literature, 
history and philosophy are also 
taught at the school, offering 
a general post-compulsory 
education that leans heavily 
towards the humanities. Art 
history plays a central role in the 
Bachillerato programme in visual 
art, particularly in the first year, 
encouraging pupils to engage with 
tradition and take an intellectual 
interest in the arts. 

Training is broad, encompassing 
architecture, sculpture, 
photography and fine arts. This 
helps to produce students with a 
strong foundation in art, readying 
them for higher arts education  
at the school or at university 
and professional life beyond.

Established in 1929, this is one 
of the oldest art schools in the 
region. And with 200 students, 
it is one of the larger schools 
of its kind. It offers secondary 
and further education, from 
Bachillerato to university degrees 
and advanced vocational training, 
and is an active centre for arts 
training in the community.

The school strives to offer 
comprehensive, inter-disciplinary 
training in art and design. The art 
Bachillerato offers students the 
standard two years of general 
academic and specialised artistic 
training, with a comprehensive 
grounding in fine arts, art theory 
and applied arts, designed as 
orientation and preparation 
for further education in the 
arts. Benefitting from the rest 
of the school’s facilities and 
staff, Massana Centre offers an 
extensive range of optional and 
extra-curricular activities. The 
school values dynamic students 
who pursue their own interests.

The school has many  
successful alumni and a strong 
reputation in the eyes of  
higher arts institutions. “Most 
of our Bachillerato students 
continue to university courses  
in fine arts, stay at the  
school to study our university 
degree in arts and design,  
or undertake advanced vocational 
studies,” says Cristina de la  
Cruz, head of the school’s 
international department. 

With a long-established historical 
reputation in fine art, this school 
has continued to adapt its 
academic programmes over the 
years and remains one of the best 
in the country for young artists. 

“It is perhaps the best 
school for the art Bachillerato,” 
says Eugenio Vega, of the 
Confederación de Escuelas de 
Artes Plásticas y Diseño, an 
association of Spanish art schools.

Students from the age of 16 can 
take the two-year art Bachillerato 
course. It’s flexible, allowing pupils 
to pursue their own interests 
within the arts and to make 
extensive use of the teaching 
expertise in the school’s various 
specialist departments. The school 
has particular strengths not just 
in fine arts, but in applied arts 
including woodwork, metalwork, 
sculpture and crafts, that are 
also offered on campus through 
vocational programmes.

Bachillerato students 
can choose further optional 
subjects within the programme, 
including audiovisual culture, 
communication, graphic design 
and fine arts. These are studied 
for four hours a week alongside 
core arts training in artistic and 
technical drawing, art history and 
graphic design. General academic 
subjects taught at the school 
include Spanish language and 
literature, a foreign language, 
and three hours per week of 
“philosophy and citizenship”.

This general secondary school 
for students from age 12 offers 
the arts Bachillerato alongside 
technical programmes and 
vocational training. It is most 
notable for Teatro Tarumba, its 
exceptional theatre group which 
has dominated the national Youth 
Theatre Awards (an annual award 
for young drama talent, organised 
in collaboration with the Ministries 
for Culture and Education) – taking 
first prize for three consecutive 
years. In 2010, the group staged a 
performance of Don Juan. Judges 
attributed their success to their 
contemporary interpretation and 
praised the group’s “talent, unique 
approach and creativity” 

The group, founded in the late 
80s, consists of 15 actors, aged 
16 to 18, who perform in their 
native Galician language for 
local audiences. For much of its 
existence, it’s been directed by its 
own alumni who have gone on to 
work professionally in theatre, but 
is otherwise entirely student-led 
and rehearsals are outside school 
hours. The school has close links 
with the professional acting troupe 
Sarabela Teatro, and many of its 
alumni have pursued careers in 
acting and directing.

Students on the Bachillerato 
de Arts are exposed to many 
exhibitions and events in the 
region and take mandatory courses 
in audiovisual culture and drawing, 
with options including music, 
technical drawing and design. 

Composed of four specialised 
schools that offer undergraduate-
level drama and dance education, 
as well as a practical learning for 
stage technicians, this institution 
is also home to a secondary-
level school for dance, Escola 
d’Ensenyament Secundari i 
Artístic/Conservatori Professional 
de Dansa. Taking students from 
ages 12 to 18, the school is one  
of a handful to specialise in  
dance at this age, alongside 
general education, and offers 
some of the best training in the 
country. Facilities are impressive, 
with 11 dance studios and  
further access to the workspaces 
of its other schools.

The dance school offers 
specialised programmes in 
classical, contemporary or 
traditional Spanish dance. Training 
focuses on extensive practice 
(individual and as part of a group) 
as well as formal tuition to 
instil a theoretical background in 
technique and anatomy. 

The school also takes students 
through their general compulsory 
education to age 16, alongside the 
professional dance programme. 
Those continuing to 18 are 
awarded the diploma Profesional 
de Dansa. Some students continue 
to higher education, but many 
graduate and embark on careers  
as dancers, tapping into the  
school’s close connections with 
leading dance companies in the 
country and across Europe.

he arts curriculum in Spain is overseen at both a regional and national 
level. The Ministry of Education dictates the core curriculum  
and minimum objective; it is then broadened by the 17 autonomous 
communities according to each individual region’s characteristics, 
and extra-curricular arts activities are introduced, which are either 

fully funded or subsidised. Generally, specialist creative education in Spain is well 
supported from an early age.

National legislation requires that students are able to take dedicated courses  
in music or dance alongside their primary and lower-secondary education – with 
music taught by specialist rather than generalist teachers – and four national  
“integrated schools” even allow specialised timetables.

At the age of 16, many students choose to take the two-year Bachillerato 
diploma. This includes a compulsory core part, with specialist branches offering  
creative options – art and design disciplines are currently much better supported 
than music or performing arts.

The Bachillerato de Arts promotes artistic subjects (with relative freedom for 
each school to interpret) alongside some academic subjects. The course is mostly 
taught in Spain’s 70-odd specialised schools of art and design, though some general 
secondary schools have begun to adopt the programme, despite lacking the facili-
ties and resources of the dedicated schools. 

Instead – or on top of – the Bachillerato, students can opt for further vocational 
training, called Ciclos Formativos, at either Grado Medio or Grado Superior (the lat-
ter grade requires taking the Bachillerato first), and Spanish students are spoilt for 
choice for schools of art and design at these levels.

WhaT’s hoT: one-to-one  
tutoring is a priority for the  
school, focusing on personal 
development and pastoral care 
as well as artistic growth.
WhaT’s noT: Bachillerato 
students have fewer opportunities 
for independent work than  
those in the streams of higher 
education could achieve.
LoCaTIon: Barcelona
eartvic.net

WhaT’s hoT: The school has  
an excellent reputation for its 
staff, many of whom are  
working artists. students here 
regularly win regional and  
national prizes for their work.
WhaT’s noT: Competition. 
students must meet academic 
requirements and, usually, sit a 
dedicated test to enter the school.
LoCaTIon: Madrid
escueladeartelapalmamadrid.es

WhaT’s hoT: state-funded and 
with no entrance requirements, 
this respected school is open to all. 
It promotes its students through 
many exhibitions and events.
WhaT’s noT: It’s primarily 
focused on its higher education 
provision, and Bachillerato 
students have less access to 
independent workspaces.
LoCaTIon: Barcelona
escolamassana.es

WhaT’s hoT: high standards of 
professionalism and acting talent 
in a general school, for those with 
an entrepreneurial spirit.
WhaT’s noT: Tito asorey,  
its director of ten years, left  
the school’s Teatro Tarumba  
in 2010, so the glory days  
of theatre at the school may  
be numbered.
LoCaTIon: ourense
universidadelaboral.com

WhaT’s hoT: students get to 
be part of an active campus of 
talented actors and dancers. 
The school regularly welcomes 
guest lecturers and teaching by 
professional dancers.
WhaT’s noT: With a focus  
on dance, the accompanying 
general academic education  
is just a formality.
LoCaTIon: Barcelona
institutdelteatre.cat
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In the French-speaking west of 
Switzerland, ERACOM offers 
some of the best vocational design 
programmes in the country. Here 
the emphasis is on techniques and 
professional training for students 
who are suited to go directly into 
working careers in graphic arts, 
design and communication.

The institution offers 
professional Baccalaureate 
programmes from the age of 16, as 
well as a strong range of two- and 
four-year vocational programmes 
for many ages, usually resulting 
in the CFC diploma, in applied 
arts: graphic design, multimedia 
and visual communication. For 
under-18s, ERACOM offers a pre-
apprenticeship year of training for 
around 60 students, unique to a 
handful of cantons in Switzerland. 
Training can be in the form of three 
to four days per week working in a 
design studio, with the remainder 
spent working in the classroom/
workshop, or accelerated full-time 
training combined with term- or 
year-long internships.

The institution benefits 
from a close relationship with 
Switzerland’s top design school, 
Ecal, which is nearby.

The graphiste course trains 
students in visual communication, 
typography, aesthetics and 
semiotics, as well as computer 
skills and illustration, to prepare 
them for careers as graphic 
designers in advertising, 
communications or magazines. 

Close ties with the nearby 
University of Arts, Bern (HKB), 
make this dedicated music and  
art school an excellent option  
for talented young musicians  
and artists aged 14 to 19 wanting  
a head start into higher  
education and beyond.

On top of its academic 
curriculum for students studying 
to obtain their Matur, the 
institution offers dedicated 
programmes in both music and  
art, with several hours of  
lessons a week taught at HKB.

“Hofwil is quite unique in 
Switzerland,” says Susanna 
Scherler, co-ordinator of the 
music programme. “Students 
follow an extended curriculum 
with an extra year, in order to 
have enough time to practice 
their instruments and to attend 
special lessons at HKB.”

Similarly, for art and design 
training, students graduate with a 
qualification on top of their Matur, 
which is taught by HKB faculty 
and specialist Hofwil teachers. 
General subject classes, of 20–24 
students are mixed with equal 
parts musicians and artists, with 
the majority specialising in  
a creative discipline.

Hofwil’s students regularly 
win regional and national 
competitions, and the school has 
a long list of notable music and 
arts alumni. Around 80 per cent 
of students – mostly musicians – 
pursue further creative education.

Opened in 1837, this institution 
is, according to various accounts, 
home to Switzerland’s first 
musikgymnasium. For around  
25 students each year, the 
dedicated music programme  
offers focused preparation  
for music conservatories. 

As with other institutions with 
specialised music programmes, 
the school partners with nearby 
universities – in this case, it has 
formed partnerships across the 
Austrian border with Vorarlberg 
Conservatory in Feldkirch and the 
Mozarteum University of Music 
and Drama in Salzburg.

Students join at 12, and  
remain up to the age of 19. 
The music programme can 
lead directly to Vorarlberg, by 
providing its first years’ training, 
but students study for the general 
Matur qualification in parallel in 
order to keep their options open. 

Students hoping to compete 
for a place at Evangelische 
Mittelschule Schiers must face  
both academic and musical 
entrance exams. The main  
school has been running for  
175 years, so students benefit 
from a gymnasium (and 
vocational school) with a well-
established academic reputation. 
The establishment of the  
music school has brought with it 
much media attention and many 
willing students – Swiss opera 
singer Noëmi Nadelmann has 
acted as an ambassador. 

The Kunst- und Sportgymnasium 
takes more than 2,000 students 
at its central campus, which 
consists of four schools catering 
to different specialist arts and 
sports streams. Founded in 2000, 
it’s one of the best state-funded 
destinations in the city for gifted 
young students, particularly in 
the music and dance streams.

Sharing its core lessons with 
the mathematics and science 
school, general teaching is 
compressed into six half-days 
per week, with the remainder  
of school hours devoted to music 
and dance training.

The school offers extensive 
training in preparation for  
higher-level dance schools and 
usually only accepts students 
with prior dance training. 
Dance applicants must fulfil a 
pre-training test adjudicated 
by Danse Suisse, who work in 
partnership with the school. The 
music programme operates in 
co-operation with the department 
of music at ZHdK, the general 
arts university in Zürich and 
as well as the Zürich and 
Winterthur conservatories. The 
school professes to take only 
“extraordinarily gifted” pupils, 
and studies overlap with the  
BA programme at ZHdK.  

Studies at Rämibühl last  
five, rather than four years.  
After three years many students 
take an entrance exam to transfer 
directly to undergraduate study.

Kantonsschule Wiedikon (KWI) 
is a self-styled “school of 
languages, art and music” for 
around 900 students, offering 
a six-year course leading to the 
general Matur. The school says 
its ambition is to use the arts to 
produce politically and culturally 
engaged, rounded students.  
At a convention in 1997 a 
spokesperson declared: “We  
not only have high expectation 
for our students’ performance 
in regular classes, but also 
try to form a sense of culture, 
community and art.”

To this end, the school puts on 
many internal and external events, 
including concerts, lectures and 
panel discussions with artists and 
cultural figures. It also frequently 
organises trips to exhibitions 
which all students attend, 
regardless of their specialism. 

KWI offers the music and arts 
Baccalaureate streams, which 
the majority of students take. In 
their first year, after an intensive 
eight hours per week in music and 
visual arts, students can decide 
which to take as a major subject 
in the Baccalaureate profile. 

The art course allows students 
to also specialise in photography 
and film, a special interest of 
the schools’ students for many 
years. KWI encourages a range of 
other extracurricular courses and 
study groups to deepen creative 
interests, with theatre and dance 
options in proving popular.

wiss secondary education is dictated separately by the coun-
try’s 26 cantons (states), with affairs at the national level co- 
ordinated by their collective body, the Swiss Conference of Cantonal  
Ministers of Education (EDK). Availability of arts education varies 
widely between cantons, after compulsory education, and creative 

options are generally strongest in the cities.
Lower-secondary graduates can progress either to Baccalaureate schools (gym-

nasiums) to receive their Matur certificate, or to Vocational Education and Training 
(VET). Two-thirds of Swiss school-leavers opt for the vocational path, taking pro-
grammes consisting of part-time apprenticeships combined with classroom theory. 

“The Swiss way is more linked to practical knowledge,” says Alexis Georgacopou-
los, director of Ecal, the world-leading design school based in Lausanne. 

Techniques, particularly in design, are well covered in vocational education,  
and Switzerland generally excels in this area.

Beyond design, however, there are “practically no” preparatory apprenticeships 
for music or arts, according to a SKBF-CSRE report on Swiss education in 2010,  
and almost all students enrolled on creative university programmes come from  
general Baccalaureate schools.

Baccalaureate students choose a main and secondary specialism to pursue, along-
side seven compulsory subjects, depending on availability. Music and creative 
arts were introduced as options by the EDK in 1995, and though more than half of  
Switzerland’s gymnasiums offer these – the majority in Zürich and Bern – a handful 
of smaller cantons don’t offer either. There are also a handful of recently introduced 
musisches gymnasia focusing on music and art for all students.

WhaT’s hoT: Lots of choice 
of programmes and course 
structure, with first-rate staff and 
connections to many top design 
companies for apprenticeships.
WhaT’s noT: The vocational route 
is ideal for an immediate career, 
but not necessary for higher 
education in design – Ecal, for 
example, takes very few graduates 
from vocational backgrounds.
LoCaTIon: Lausanne
eracom.ch

WhaT’s hoT: For the last two 
years, the school – in collaboration 
with Vorarlberg – has organised a 
talent competition open to young 
musicians in eastern switzerland, 
Vorarlberg and Liechtenstein.
WhaT’s noT: The school  
has excelled in piano, violin 
and singing, but other musical 
interests have been limited 
representation thus far.
LoCaTIon: schiers
ems-schiers.ch

WhaT’s hoT: howfil is unique  
in switzerland for its breadth  
and depth of creative programmes, 
Its preparation for higher  
music, art and design training  
is largely unrivalled.
WhaT’s noT: There is a fee of 
750 ChF (£520) per term for all 
specialised subjects. students 
boarding at hofwil pay a further 
7,500 ChF per year. 
LoCaTIon: Münchenbuchsee
gymhofwil.ch

WhaT’s hoT: Pupils receive 
exceptional music and dance 
teaching from university-level 
staff, with large amounts of time 
dedicated to training.
WhaT’s noT: students must 
be relatively experienced to 
enrol – making K+s Gymnasium 
Ramibühla a schoool for  
striving professionals rather  
than rounded creatives.
LoCaTIon: Zürich
ksgymnasium.ch

WhaT’s hoT: The KWI has 
many successful alumni, 
including several film-makers, 
photographers, actors and singers 
well known in switzerland.
WhaT’s noT: The school’s  
art department is relatively  
small and could do more, with 
state funding, to offer students 
improved facilities, such as 
personal workspaces.
LoCaTIon: Zürich
kwi.ch

1. erAcom (L’ecoLe 
romAnDe D’ArTs eT 
communicATion)

2. eVAngeLische 
miTTeLschuLe 
schiers 

3. gymnAsium  
hoFWiL

4. K+s gymnAsium 
rämiBühL

5. KAnTonsschuLe 
WieDiKon

s

“  T H E  s W I s s  WAY  I s  M O R E  L I N K E D  T O  p R A C T I C A L  K N O W L E D G E .  
D E s I G N  T E C H N I q U E s  A R E  W E L L  C O V E R E D  I N  V O C AT I O N A L  E D U C AT I O N  
A N D  s W I s s  s C H O O L s  E xC E L  I N  T H I s  A R E A”
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This private school specialises  
in the performing arts. It 
comprises a secondary school, 
sixth-form and professional 
conservatoire for 196 students 
aged 11 to 18 studying acting, 
singing, music, dance and  
musical theatre. Originally part  
of the Cone-Ripman School (as 
Tring Park also was), the two 
schools separated in 2000  
and its current president is 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

Admission is by vocational 
workshops, audition and an 
interview with the head or a 
senior member of staff. Students 
are required to prepare a song 
from a musical and participate in  
a drama workshop and various 
other activities based on their 
interest in dance or drama. 

The school offers a full 
complement of GCSE and A-levels 
alongside its vocational syllabus. 
Other programmes offered  
include the Arts Educational 
Schools Diploma in Musical 
Theatre and an Arts Education 
Schools certificate in 
performance, as well as a number 
of diplomas and certificates  
in professional acting and  
musical theatre, validated by 
Trinity College London. 

The school also offers a City 
University-certified BA and MA in 
performance studies and acting. 
Although it focuses heavily on 
the art of performance, academic 
standards are also high. 

With 290 students aged eight 
to 18, Chetham’s is the largest 
specialist music school in the 
UK and the only one based in the 
north of England. 

Part of the Art Council’s Music 
Hub programme, the school 
collaborates with Manchester’s 
cultural institutions: students 
have broadcast for BBC Radio 
3; performed at the BBC Proms 
in the Park; composed music 
inspired by the British Art Show; 
and participated in the Spirit 
of Norway festival, working 
with Norwegian artists and 
organisations to stage concerts 
around England. The Chamber 
Choir has performed at the 
BBC Proms with the Gabrieli 
Consort and Paul McCreesh, 
and have recorded for Deutsche 
Grammophon. Many of Chetham’s 
tutors also teach at the Royal 
Northern College of Music and play 
in Manchester orchestras. 

All sixth-formers take music 
as an A-level along with two 
other academic subjects including 
a science, mathematics or 
English. Class sizes are small and 
students follow an individualised 
programme centred on their 
primary area of study, in addition 
to aural, theory and history of 
music, harmony, composition, 
choral work, improvisation and 
often a second instrument. Music 
is studied for three hours a day 
(plus practice time), along with 
two individual lessons each week.

“We expect our children to be 
young professionals,” says Alexa 
Cruickshank, The BRIT School’s 
head of external relations and 
enterprise. “The real distinction 
here is that we teach students the 
business of performing arts. Kids 
come to us at 16, and by the age  
of 18 they are trained up on 
industry-standard resources.” 

The school’s pioneering 
approach to arts education has 
helped it produce some of the most 
recognisable names in modern 
entertainment - Amy Winehouse, 
Katie Melua, Kate Nash, Adele, 
Leona Lewis, the Kooks and The 
Noisettes are just some of the 
school’s illustrious alumni. 

Notably, The BRIT School is 
a state school, so attendance 
is free. Students audition for a 
place, with 90 per cent of the 
total 1,200 selected from the 
Greater London catchment area. 
Representatives from record 
labels, media companies and 
the performing arts come to 
speak to students every week, 
and teachers aim to instil a 
“just do it” creative attitude 
and an understanding of self-
promotion in every student. 
There are no school bells at the 
BRIT, so students are expected 
to know where to be and when. 
Extra-curricular performances, 
workshops, exhibitions and 
training sessions are encouraged, 
and students put on creative 
activities every day after school. 

With 6,200 pupils aged 14 to 18 
(and 26,000 students in total) and 
more than 1,600 staff, Leicester 
College is a very large institution. 
It spreads across three campuses 
and nearly 200 community 
outreach centres around the 
city. The school is recognised 
as “Outstanding” by Ofsted and 
was awarded the Artsmark Gold 
Award in 2012 in recognition of 
its partnerships with professional 
artists and businesses, its extra-
curricular activities, and the 
expertise of the staff. 

The creative heart of the 
college is its St. Margaret’s 
campus, which offers courses 
in art and design, fashion and 
footwear, media, photography 
and print. The campus has its 
own industry-standard print 
press hall as well as finishing and 
digital print facilities and ceramic 
production areas. Other courses 
offered include the performing 
arts and sound technology. 

The school facilitates 
apprenticeships in creative 
industries including technical 
theatre, costume and wardrobe, 
community arts, jewellery, live 
events management and music. 
Recent student projects include 
designing interactive graphics  
for a local shopping centre, a 
series of music flash mobs and a 
pop-up recording studio. 

Famous alumni include TV 
personality Gok Wan and Michelin-
starred chef Aaron Patterson.

This 300-pupil private school  
has a list of alumni that reads like 
a Who’s Who of UK performers. 
Founded in 1939, it has trained 
Julie Andrews, Thandie Newton, 
Sarah Brightman, Jessica Brown 
Findlay, Rupert Pennefather  
and John Gilpin. 

“Our main advantage is that 
along with a complete spectrum 
of vocational courses, we also 
offer a full academic education,” 
says Miriam Juviler, the school’s 
marketing manager. “We believe 
you need intelligence to be a 
better performer, so our pupils are 
ultimately more successful.”  

General A-levels include 
sciences, mathematics and 
languages ranging from 
Portuguese to Mandarin. Creativity 
is woven into academia and 
children learn to use their skills 
outside of school in community 
settings such as hospitals, care 
homes and primary schools.

The vocational syllabus 
includes classical and modern 
dance, theatre, music and musical 
theatre, with sixth-formers 
spending about 35 hours per 
week on their chosen discipline. 
Students have performed at the 
Bloomsbury Theatre and the 
Aylesbury Waterside, and with the 
Swedish Ballet in Gothenburg. 

Most teachers are retired or 
part-time performers, such as the 
Royal Ballet’s Anthony Dowson, 
and many turorials are taken by 
the school’s successful alumni.  

econdary education in the UK is managed by the Department of  
Education, with input from individual schools. For arts education, the 
Ministry of Culture also has a say, funding the cultural provision for 
schools through the Arts Council England.

As part of its cultural education plan, the Arts Council runs the  
Artsmark scheme and awards for schools – a framework encouraging schools to 
benchmark the quantity and quality of their arts opportunities – and the Arts Award, 
which supports seven- to 25-year-olds who want to develop specific skills in the arts.

School is compulsory to GCSE exams at 16, but the majority of pupils follow this with 
the choice of academic A-Levels or the vocational BTEC, before considering university.

Secondary-school pupils with an interest or talent in the arts can opt to attend a 
comprehensive (state) or private school that offers a suite of creative subject options, 
or apply to a specialised school for certain disciplines.

“A number of private schools offer significant scholarships for talented children, 
particularly in music, but also broadly for other creative arts,” says Anne Bamford, 
an expert on cultural and arts education for the European Union. For 16- to 18-year-
olds, there is the option to stay on at secondary school or transfer to a sixth-form-only  
college with more varied BTEC course options, as well as university prepara-
tion. There are also higher education colleges for students of all ages, where more  
vocational courses, such as carpentry, woodworking and carving, are offered.

Outside of the regular school framework, most of the UK’s major cultural  
institutions have a strong educational arm to provide subsidised training. On top 
of this, local authorities around the country offer a range of arts lessons which  
are either low-cost or free of charge.

WhaT’s hoT: The school regularly 
turns out successful theatrical 
alumni, including Will Young,  
Jane seymour and a number of 
West End actors.
WhaT’s noT: although part of the 
government’s Dance and Drama 
awards scheme, the school’s 
upper-secondary students who 
don’t receive scholarship are 
required to pay £13,500 per year. 
LoCaTIon: London
artsed.co.uk

WhaT’s hoT: students at  
The BRIT school get the type  
of freedom most schools don’t  
give. Its attendance rate is  
about 95 per cent.
WhaT’s noT: although it is  
a state school, the BRIT is  
selective and very competitive. 
It is only suitable for those 
with exceptional talent and 
commitment in arts. 
LoCaTIon: Croydon 
www.brit.croydon.sch.uk

WhaT’s hoT: although it’s a 
private school, Chetham’s school 
of Music gives 90 per cent of  
its students full funding.  
WhaT’s noT: The school is  
highly selective. Beyond its 
obvious main focus of classical  
and jazz music, there is  
little exposure to the various 
creative arts streams that other  
schools can offer.
LoCaTIon: Manchester
chethams.com

WhaT’s hoT: Leicester College 
has a strong industry focus, 
providing practical resources for 
starting a career in the arts, as 
one of the founding schools of the 
Creative Choices programme.
WhaT’s noT: It’s extremely  
big and students range  
from children to adults, so the 
curriculum is not tailored for 
individual attention.
LoCaTIon: Leicester
leicestercollege.ac.uk

WhaT’s hoT: although a private 
school with fees of up to £30,000, 
it offers 80 means-tested 
scholarships to pupils, including 
a government grant given to just 
nine schools in the country. 
WhaT’s noT: The curriculum is 
gruelling – most days run until late 
evening to accommodate training 
and rehearsals – so this school is 
not for the faint-hearted. 
LoCaTIon: Tring
tringpark.com

ArTs eDucATionAL 
schooLs LonDon

The BriT schooL cheThAm’s schooL 
oF music

LeicesTer coLLege Tring pArK  
schooL For The 
perForming ArTs
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s U M M A R Y

owever, there is still a relatively low level of promotion at  
school level, and in analysing the insights compiled for this report, 
the key theme to emerge is the issue of accessibility of creative 

education to the majority of secondary school pupils across Europe. 
An excellent creative schooling need not, as is often assumed, be the pre-

serve of those pupils who can afford fees – indeed, the institution a pupil 
graduates from is often less significant than their level of access to crea-
tive studies. But the limited importance placed on exposure to creative  
disciplines across the secondary curriculum means there are relatively few 
schools where it is possible to gain a rich creative experience. 

The general barrier to access of creative subjects remains time- and priority- 
related, with provision of creative schooling influenced by the determination 
and confidence of institutions to promote creative exploration at the expense 
of other traditionally measurable criteria of success.

While recognition of the value of creative education is relatively high 
at policy level, it comes into conflict with the competing rhetoric of other  
education priorities on the agenda. The means that a lot of this thinking is 
lost by the time it reaches practical implementation. Only the bolder schools 
really succeed in creating and pushing through their own creative curricu-
lum, rather than bowing to the demands of exam-based learning.

However, as documented in this report, the schools that have had the  
confidence to recognise the potential of a rich, fully integrated creative  
education are now able to give proven argument for their approach, with 
pupils being more engaged and obtaining better results overall, as well to 
enriching the valuable creative industries in their countries and beyond.

And, according to existing research on “school 
attractiveness”, the more a school promotes 
an integrated arts curriculum, the more desir-
able it is perceived. This is positive in terms of 
encouraging wider adoption of creative educa-
tion principles but, in the short term, it also raises 
the accessibility issue again, with places at these 
schools becoming highly competitive.

The schools highlighted in this report are  
leading the field in creative education. All are 
exceptional cases of dedicated, specialist institu-
tions that place core importance on time, freedom 
and access to a strong network of teachers, profes-
sionals and partners. Each combines the full remit 
of essential subjects to great effect and turns out 
well-rounded pupils prepared for the workplace.

These exemplars of excellence offer learnings 
that can be applied across education. For the 
foreseeable future the implementation of crea-
tive schooling will continue to lie with individual  
institutions rather than policy-led improvement.

Nevertheless, those involved in education 
are increasingly recognising the relevance  
of creative disciplines to the entrepreneur-
ially-led ideas economy into which today’s  
graduates will emerge.

Reflecting this is another theme running 
these pages – that of the return to an emphasis 

on opportunities for vocational studies, rather than prepa-
ration for higher education. There is a powerful, economy- 
led argument for professional skills over academia that 
matches the trend in entrepreneurial working patterns and 
professional opportunities. 

Some countries already have recognition of the economic 
value of professional creative skills education, resulting in 
the topic being better integrated and supported in the cul-
ture and economy. Overall, vocational creative opportuni-
ties are set to be a key area of wider education innovation in 
the coming years, as a range of industries continue to evolve 
in favour of those with the capacity for innovative thinking. 

In this environment, it will be imperative for schools 
to surround themselves with expert support networks 
of teaching resources. The focus on rating educational  
excellence using performance tables means that voca-
tional qualifications do not receive the same weight. But the  
argument to place creative education at the heart of the  
process of preparing pupils for the real world is a strong one.

It takes dedication from the pupil to achieve success 
in creative disciplines, but that desire to explore can be  
nurtured through the right climate and influences. Now is 
the time to focus on how the nurturing environment of the 
secondary-school education system can support the profes-
sional creative skills development of the next generation.

The study of creative disciplines is highly  
important as part of a well-rounded education. 
Greater social and cultural awareness  
prepares students for higher education and  
the future professional landscape.
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E x p E R T  V I E W

“ I N  T H E  M O D E R N  W O R K p L A C E , 
W H AT  YO U  K N O W  M AT T E R s 
FA R  L E s s  T H A N  W H AT  YO U  C A N 
D O  W I T H  W H AT  YO U  K N O W. 
YO U R  C R E AT I V E  C A pA C I T Y  I s 
FA R  M O R E  I M p O R TA N T  T H A N 
A C A D E M I C  K N O W L E D G E . 
C O M pA N I E s  C A N ’ T  T E A C H  H O W 
T O  TA K E  T H E  I N I T I AT I V E ”
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s C H O O L  D I R E C T O R Y
B E L G I U M

Campus de helix
Maasmechelen
campusdehelix.be
Catholic secondary-school group for 
creative arts through engineering

Ka Deurne
Deurne
kadeurne.be
Secondary school focusing on 
audiovisual communications and ICT

Koninklijke Balletschool
antwerp
koninklijke-balletschool-antwerpen.be
Specialising in ballet and 
contemporary dance

*KTa 2 DIEsT
Diest
kta2diest.be
Secondary school teaching vocational 
and general art, design and media

Kunsthumaniora Brussel
Brussels 
kunsthumaniorabrussel.be
Arts school focusing on dance, 
classical and jazz music and drama

Kunsthumaniora Dans
antwerp
khadans.be
School with a strong focus on 
contemporary dance

Kunsthumaniora hasselt
hasselt
kunsthumaniorahasselt.be
Arts school specialising in visual arts 
and drama

*Kunsthumaniora Rikso
antwerp
kunsthumaniora.be
School specialising in visual arts, 
music and architecture

*Kunsthumaniora sint-Lukas
sintlukas.com/kunsthumaniora.html
Brussels
Specialising in art, including painting, 
sculpture and architecture

Kunstschool Genk
Genk
kunstschool-genk.be
Promotion of web design, 
bookbinding, illustration and  
other vocational arts

sint Donatusinstituut
Merchtem
sintdonatus.net
School integrating creative arts  
with regular subjects and extensive 
extra-curricular options

sIsa
antwerp
sisa-antwerpen.be
All-round focus on drama, fine arts, 
multimedia and photography

*Technisch Instituut heilige  
Familie Ieper
Ypres
hfi.be
Applied arts such as graphic  
design, printing and advertising

*Vrij Technisch Instituut 2
Kortrijk
vtikortrijk.be
Secondary school specialising in fine 
arts, architecture and interior design 

F R A N C E

*Lycée Camille Claudel de Vauréal
Versailles
lyc-claudel-vaureal.ac-versailles.fr
General and vocational school with a 
design focus

Lycée de la céramique henri Moisand
Longchamp
lyc-ceram-longchamp.fr
Unique school dedicated to ceramics, 
with general applied arts courses

*Lycée de la Communication  
alain Colas
nevers
lyc58-colas.ac-dijon.fr
Small college with strengths in 
design and applied arts

Lycée de l’Image et du son
angoulême
lyc-lisa.ac-poitiers.fr
School of image and sound, 
specialising in audiovisual 
communication

Lycée de la Mode
Cholet

lycee-mode.fr
Dedicated school for vocational 
training in materials and fashion

*Lycée Georges Brassens
Paris
tinyurl.com/bw3vtt8
School for musicians, dancers and 
artists, training part-time

*Lycée Guist’hau
nantes
guisthau.paysdelaloire.e-lyco.fr
Attached to a unique post-
Baccalaureate film programme

Lycée hemingway nimes Camargue
nimes
lyc-hemingway-nimes.ac-montpellier.fr
General lycée with strong vocational 
courses in applied arts

Lycée Jean Monnet
Yzeure
lycees-jeanmonnet-yzeure.fr
Strong design programmes and a 
school teaching glass art

Lycée Léonard de Vinci
Villefontaine, Grenoble
ac-grenoble.fr/vinci
General lycée attached to an 
audiovisual and design school

Lycée Marcelin Berthelot
Île-de-France
lycee-berthelot.fr
Top academic lycée with rich history 
of creative alumni

*Lycée saint-sernin
Toulouse
saint-sernin.entmip.fr
Strengths in music and dance, and 
with a general artistic outlook

Lycée technologique d’arts  
appliqués auguste Renoir
Paris
ltaa-augusterenoir-paris.com
Technical school for design and 
applied arts

Lycée Thiers
Marseille
lyc-thiers.ac-aix-marseille.fr
One of the country’s best for the 
TMD Baccalaureate

Lycée Vernant
sèvres
lyceevernant.fr
General lycée with strong design and 
music programmes

G E R M A N Y

Ballettschule hamburg Ballett John 
neumeier

hamburg
hamburgballett.de
A demanding ballet school for all ages

Burg-Gymnasium Wettin
saale
burg-gymnasiumwettin.de
Unique art faculty and links with the 
arts university in Halle

*Gymnasium achern
achern
gymnasium-achern.de
One of Germany’s best schools, home 
to the specialised Art Academy

*Gymnasium Essen-Werden
Essen
gymnasium-essen-werden.de
General school with unique, 
specialised dance course

helmholtz-Gymnasium Karlsruhe
Karlsruhe
helmholtz-karlsruhe.de
Strong music focus, producing many 
well-known musicians

hochschule für Musik Carl  
Maria von Weber
Dresden
hfmdd.de
Music conservatory, including a 
secondary-level music school

Kunstgymnasium salzgitter-Bad
salzgitter
gsbonline.de
Gymnasium with a dedicated  
arts school

*Landeskunstgymnasium  
Rheinland-Pfalz
alzey
aufbaugym.bildung-rp.de
A newly established vocational 
school for art

Max Reger Gymnasium
amberg
mrg-amberg.de
Gymnasium with strong 
music and art training, named  
after the composer

Musikgymnasium CPE Bach
Berlin
musikgymnasium-berlin.de
Leading music school, preparing 
students for Berlin’s conservatories

Musikgymnasium Käthe  
Kollwitz Rostock
Rostock
musikgymnasium-kkg-rostock.de
Music and multimedia school for 
advanced students

*Musikgymnasium schloss Belvedere
Weimar
musikgymnasium-belvedere.de
Music school with general education, 
linked with the Franz Liszt university

Palucca
Dresden
palucca.eu
An eighty-five-year old  
school, teaching ballet and 
contemporary dance

staatliche Ballettschule
Berlin
ballettschule-berlin.de
Ballet school from primary level 
through to advanced training

*Thomasschule zu Leipzig
Leipzig
thomasschule.de
Ancient school known for its choir 
and association with Bach

I T A L Y

Liceo artistico Boccioni
naples
liceoboccioni.it
General visual arts subjects 
alongside fashion, metalwork  
and ceramics

Liceo artisticio Callisto Piazza 
Lodi
tinyurl.com/d6ulwva
Specialising in architecture  
and visual arts

*Liceo artistico Caravaggio
Milan 
liceocaravaggio.gov.it
Architecture, graphic design and 
multimedia school

Liceo artistico di Brera 
Milan
liceoartisticodibrera.com
Focus on visual and multimedia  
arts, design and sculpture

Liceo artistico nervi severini
Ravenna
liceoartistico.ra.it
This school teaches architecture, 

sculpture, mosaics and painting

Liceo artistico orsoline di s. Carlo
Milan 
artisticorsoline.it
General art school offering drawing, 
graphics and photography

Liceo artistico osvaldo Licini 
Porto san Giorgio
liceoartisticoascolipiceno.it
School specialising in audiovisual, 
graphics and fine arts

Liceo artistico Paola Candiani
Busto arsizio, Lombardy
artisticobusto.it
Visual arts, plus a focus on music 
and dance 

*Liceo artistico Pio e Giacomo Manzù
Bergamo
lasbergamo.it
Provision across fine arts, 
architecture, photography and 
cultural heritage

*Liceo Porta Romana e sesto
Florence
isa.firenze.it
A focus on hands-on skills  
such as carpentry, carving and 
furniture making

Liceo artistico statale  
angelo Frattini 
Varese
artisticovarese.it/index.html
School offering audiovisual  
and multimedia arts, graphics  
and design

Liceo artistico statale Misticoni
Pescara
artisticomisticoni.it
Offering stage design, dance and 
music as well as fine art

Liceo artistico statale Venezia
Venice
las.provincia.venezia.it
Visual arts, with a focus on 
architecture and set design

*Liceo artistico Umberto Boccioni   
Milan
liceoartisticoboccioni.it
General visual arts subjects 
alongside art history and the 
curation of museums

*Liceo artistico Via di Ripetta
Rome 
liceoripetta.it
School with a special focus on 2D,  
3D and graphic design

T H E  N E T H E R L A N D s

amadeus Lyceum
Vleuten
amadeuslyceum.nl
School specialising in drama, music 
and visual arts

*arte College

almere
artecollege.nl 
School with a strong focus on  
theatre studies

Dalton The hague
The hague
daltondenhaag.nl
School of arts specialising in  
drama education

*IVKo
amsterdam
ivko.nl
Teaching creative subjects,  
plus alternatives such as crafts  
and ceramics

Gerrit van der Veen College
amsterdam
gerritvdveen.nl 
School with a focus on dance  
and music

olympus College
arnhem
olympuscollege.nl 
Specialising in the fine arts, dance, 
music and theatre

Rembrandt College
Veenendaal
rembrandt-college.nl
This secondary school has a focus  
on music and drama

*segbroek College
The hague
segbroek.nl
Teaching fine arts, dance, music and 
drama, along with technical design 

*sint-Joris College
Eindhoven
sintjoris.sghetplein.nl
Specialising in the fine arts, dance, 
music and drama

*stedelijk Lyceum Kottenpark 
Kottenpark
hetstedelijk.nl/kottenpark
Teaching the fine arts, dance, music 
and theatre, crafts and art history
  
stedelijk scholengemeenschap 
nijmegen
ssgn.nl
School with a focus on drama, crafts 
and drawing, plus other general arts

Theresa Lyceum
Tilburg
theresialyceum.nl
Secondary school with a specialising 
in music and film

Thorbecke secondary Education 
Rotterdam
thorbecke-rotterdam.nl
School offering courses in fine arts, 
dance and music

Wessel Gansfort College
Groningen
wesselgansfort.nl
Teaching audiovisual design, drama, 
philosophy, music and drawing

Zernike College
Groningen
zernike.nl
College specialising in visual arts, 
culture, dance and music

s p A I N

Centro Liceo “La Paz”
Madrid
liceolapaz.com
General school attached to the  
Lugo dance conservatory

Conservatorio Profesional de Danza 
de Valencia
Valencia
conservatoriodedanza.com
School of classical, contemporary  
and Spanish dance

Conservatorio Profesional de Danza 
José Espadero
alicante
cpda.es
School for dance, offering the 
Bachillerato de Arts

*Escola d’art i superior de 
Dissney de Vic
Vic
eartvic.net
School of art and design, offering the 
Bachillerato de Arts

Escola d’art i superior de Disseny 
Pau Gargallo
Barcelona
paugargallo.net
Art school specialising in design and 
visual arts

*Escuela de arte le Palma
Madrid
escueladeartelapalmamadrid.es
One of the country’s best schools for 
the Bachillerato de Arts

*Escola Massana Centre d’art i 
Disseny
Barclona
escolamassana.es
School of art and design offering the 
Bachillerato de Arts

F I V E  M O s T  N O T A B L E

DAnce

Gymnasium Essen-Werden
Essen, Germany

Institut del Teatre
Barcelona, spain

K+s Gymnasium Rämibühl 
Zürich, switzerland

Kunsthumaniora Rikso
antwerp, Belgium

Lycée saint-sernin
Toulouse, France

F I V E  M O s T  N O T A B L E

music

The BRIT school
Croydon, UK

Chetham’s school of Music
Manchester, UK

Evangelischen Mittelschule 
schiers 
schiers, switzerland

Musikgymnasium schloss 
Belvedere 
Weimar, Germany

Thomasschule zu Leipzig
Leipzig, Germany

F I V E  M O s T  N O T A B L E

design

ERaCoM
Lausanne, switzerland

Escuela de arte le Palma
Madrid, spain

Landeskunstgymnasium 
Rheinland-Pfalaz
alzey, Germany

Lycée Camille Claudel de 
Vauréal
Versaille, France

Liceo Porta Romana e sesto
Florence, Italy

*Profiled in this report



s C H O O L  D I R E C T O R Y

F I V E  M O s T  N O T A B L E

arts

Escola d’art i superior de 
Dissney de Vic
Vic, spain

Kunsthumaniora sint-Lukas
Brussels, Belgium

Liceo artistico Caravaggio
Milan, Italy

Lycée de la Communication 
alain Colas
nevers, France

Technisch Instituut heilige 
Familie Ieper
Ypres, Belgium

Escuela de arte Franscico alcantara
Madrid
escueladeceramica.com
Art school offering unique vocational 
courses in ceramics

Escuela de arte Pedro almodóvar
Ciudad Real
edu.jccm.es/ea/creal
Art school with a focus on design

Escuela superior de artes  
Escénicas de Málaga
Málaga
esaem.com
Performing-arts school recently 
offering the Bachillerato de Arts

*IEs Universidad Laboral de ourense
ourense
universidadelaboral.com
General and technical school with 
a notable theatre group

IEs Puerta Bonita
Madrid
iespuertabonita.es
Notable vocational programmes in 
design and communication

IEs Valle del saja
Cabezón de la sal
iesvalledelsaja.com
General secondary school specialising 
in artistic projects

*Institut del Teatre
Barcelona
institutdelteatre.cat
Includes a school for dance, with 
unrivalled facilities

Institut Escola d’art oriol Martorell
Barcelona
xtec.cat/cepa-oriol-martorell
Teaching the performing arts from 
students aged six and upwards

s W I T Z E R L A N D

Centre de Formation Professionelle 
arts appliqués
Geneva
edu.ge.ch/cfpaa
A vocational training centre for 
applied arts

*ERaCoM
Lausanne 
eracom.ch
Vocational and professional  
courses in design

*Evangelische Mittelschule schiers
schiers
ems-schiers.ch 
Secondary school with a dedicated 
music centre

Gymnasium Bäumlihof
Basel
gbbasel.ch
General school with a focus on music

Gymnasium Burgdorf
Burgdorf
gymburgdorf.ch
School recognised for music its 
and dance pedigree

*Gymnasium hofwil
Müchenbuchsee
gymhofwil.ch
Specialist music and art programmes

Gymnasium Kirschgarten
Basel
gkgbs.ch
A cultural emphasis in school life,  
art and music

Gymnasium Leonhard
Basel
gymnasium-leonhard.ch
A linguistically and musically  
minded school

Gymnasium neufeld
Bern
gymneufeld.ch
Noted for its music tuition and 
staging public concerts

Gymnasium seefeld
Thun
gymseefeld.ch
Professional and vocational education 
with strong visual arts

Institut Le Rosey
Rolle
rosey.ch
Elite private school with unrivalled 
arts facilities

*K+s Gymnasium Rämibühl
Zürich

ksgymnasium.ch
Arts and sports school, specialising 
in music and dance

Kantonsschule stadelhofen
Zürich
ksstadelhofen.ch
General school with a strong  
arts profile

*Kantonsschule Wiedikon
Zürich
kwi.ch
School encouraging artistic pursuits 
and creativity

Muristalden
Bern
muristalden.ch
A strong focus on music and  
creative learning

U K

*arts Educational schools London
London 
artsed.co.uk
A private school specialising in the 
performing arts 

*The BRIT school
Croydon
www.brit.croydon.sch.uk
Renowned for its music and 
performing-arts courses

*Chetham’s school of Music
Manchester
chethams.com
Private school focusing on classical 
and contemporary music education

Elton high school specialist  
arts College 
Bury
eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
Offering wide teaching across music, 
dance and visual arts

hammond school
Chester
thehammondschool.co.uk
Private school specialising in dance, 
music and drama

hillcrest school
Dudley
hillcrest.dudley.sch.uk
State school teaching a variety of 
disciplines including fine arts, dance 
and drama

IsCa
Wexham
isca.uk.com
Private school with a creative 
curriculum designed by the 
University of Arts London

Italia Conti academy of Theatre art
London
italiaconti.com
Independent school offering  
intensive training in acting, theatre 
and performance

Langley Park school for Girls
Beckenham
frog.lpgs.bromley.sch.uk
An academy offering art,  
craft and design, plus a designated 
technology college

*Leicester College
Leicester
leicestercollege.ac.uk
Comprehensive college offering art, 
fashion, photography and media

Royal Ballet school
London
royal-ballet-school.org.uk
Private school specialising in 
classical ballet

sandbach school
sandbach
sandbachschool.org
All-boys free school with a particular 
focus on drama and music

*Tring Park school for  
the Performing arts
Tring
tringpark.com
Private school with an intense focus 
on musical theatre

Uppingham Community College
Uppingham
uppingham.web8.devwebsite.co.uk
Specialist technology academy with a 
focus on design and technology

Yehudi Menuhin school
Cobham
yehudimenuhinschool.co.uk
An independent school founded for 
musically gifted children

F I V E  M O s T  N O T A B L E

all-round

Gymnasium achern
achern, Germany

Gymnasium hofwil
Münchenbuchsee, switzerland

IVKo
amsterdam, the netherlands
Leicester College 
Leicester, UK

sint-Joris College
Eindhoven, the netherlands



Arts and Cultural Education at 
School in Europe (2009) 
Education, Audiovisual and Culture 
Executive Agency, Eurydice
tinyurl.com/cqpde6f

Arts Council Artsmark Award
artsmark.org.uk

Arts Education For All
German commission for UNESCO
tinyurl.com/c6fmavf

Canon Cultuurcel, Belgium
canoncultuurcel.be

Community of Knowledge on 
Arts and Cultural Education in 
Europe (ComACE)
comace.org

Creativity in Schools: A Survey  
of Teachers in Europe (2010)
Joint Research Centre,  
European Commission
ftp.jrc.es/pub/EURdoc/JRC59232.pdf

Creative Learning and  
Innovative Teaching (2010)
Joint Research Centre,  
European Commission
ftp.jrc.es/EURdoc/JRC62370.pdf

CultuurProfielScholen,  
the Netherlands
cultuurprofielscholen.nl

Cumulus: International Association 
of Universities and Colleges of Art, 
Design and Media
cumulusassociation.org

European Schoolnet 
europeanschoolnet.org

The Impact of Creative  
Partnerships on the Wellbeing of  
Children and Young People (2012)
Creativity Culture and Education
tinyurl.com/ctve96a

Music Schools in Europe
Association Européenne des  
Conservatoires, Académies de  
Musique et Musikhochschulen
tinyurl.com/c4yva7e

Outstanding providers, Ofsted
tinyurl.com/bwces3b

Preparing Young People for  
the 21st Century: An Agenda for 
European cooperation on Schools
Council of the European Union

The Role of Arts Education in 
Enhancing School Attractiveness: a 
literature review
Anne Bamford and Michael Wimmer, 
European Expert Network on Culture
tinyurl.com/cyo7key

A p p E N D I x 
&  F U R T H E R 
R E A D I N G
We would like to extend a special thank-you to 
Professor Anne Bamford, from University of the Arts 
London and an expert in arts education policy at 
the European Union, for her invaluable insights and 
support during the compilation of this report. 
For more information on her work, visit: raw.wimbledon.ac.uk/?q=node/20

“  W E  H AV E  s E E N 
L E A R N E R s  O F 
A L L  A G E s  C O M E 
A L I V E  W H E N  T H E I R 
C R E AT I V I T Y  I s 
E N G A G E D …  T H E Y 
s TAY  I N  s C H O O L 
L O N G E R ,  T H E Y 
C O N N E C T  W I T H 
s U B j E C T  M AT T E R  I N 
M O R E  M E A N I N G F U L 
WAY s .  I N s T E A D 
O F  R E I N F O R C I N G 
T H E  H I s T O R I C 
D I V I D E  B E T W E E N 
K N O W L E D G E  A N D 
C R E AT I V I T Y,  W H AT 
I F  W E  B R O U G H T 
A  C R E AT I V E 
A p p R O A C H  T O 
A L L  T H AT  W E  A R E 
T E A C H I N G ,  s O  T H AT 
s T U D E N T s  L E A R N 
T O  I N T E G R AT E 
T H E I R  M I N D s 
W I T H  T H E I R 
I M A G I N AT I O N ? ”

E x p E R T  V I E W

s a n d y  s p e i c h e r , 
a s s o c i a t e  p a r t n e r , 
e d u c a t i o n ,  i d e o



F O s T E R I N G  
C R E A T I V I T Y  A N D  
I N N O V A T I O N

F I N A L  W O R D

BE OpEN is a cultural and social initiative that aims to harness the brainpower 
of creative leaders through a system of conferences, competitions, exhibitions, 
masterclasses and art events. Behind the creation of BE OPEN stands an interna-
tional team united around Russian businesswoman, entrepreneur and philanthro-
pist Elena Baturina. A long-term, international, multi-disciplinary, multi-faceted 
project, BE OPEN will allow leading contemporary thinkers and creatives to meet 
up with those in the media and business, discuss their ideas and visions and ulti-
mately make change happen. beopenfuture.com

BE OpEN’s Inside the Academy is a pioneering initia-
tive to support innovation in education, design and crea-
tive thinking. It’s a platform to showcase and honour recent 
achievements in educational approaches that promote real-
world problem-solving through creative design thinking.

BE OpEN’s Inside the Academy 2013 programme, 
overseen by Domus’s deputy director Roberto Zancan, 
aims to establish relationships with young creatives 
worldwide through partnerships with universities and 
international institutions and an awards scheme. This 
year’s programme is the beginning of a partnership with 
Amsterdam’s Sandberg Instituut, winner of the first BE 
OPEN Inside the Academy Prize at Design Miami/Basel 
2012. This year’s winner will be given the opportunity to 
select distinguished guest lecturers and host a series of 
talks to further its curriculum development. Sandberg 
Instituut is inviting speakers whose controversial think-
ing allows them to reference alternative realities in their 
work, making them particularly open to new ideas.

“ BE OPEN is about intellectual 
development, investing in the creation 
of added value for future generations. 
Our programmes are about generating 
original thinking from the  
most promising minds of our time.”

 Elena Baturina, founder, BE OPEN
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