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Dear Mr Meredith-Smith, 
 
In the Matter of the London Borough of Croydon and a Petition to Change the 
Council’s Constitutional Arrangements as set-out in the Local Authorities 
(Referendums) (Petitions) (England) Regulations 2011 (as amended) 
 
Further to my letter of 10th September 2020, please note that the Petition, which 
you submitted on Thursday 3rd September 2020, has been determined as being 
invalid pursuant to Regulation 9(1)(c) of The Local Authorities (Referendums) 
(Petitions) (England) Regulations 2011, as amended by the Local Government and 
Police and Crime Commissioner (Coronavirus) (Postponement of Elections and 
Referendums) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 (‘2020 Postponement 
Regulations’). 
 
The reason why the Council deems the Petition to be invalid is because a valid 
petition is one which is presented to the local authority to whom it is addressed on a 
day other than the period beginning with 16th March 2020 and ending on 5th May 
2021.  
 
It should be noted that the Council does not have any discretion to consider a 
petition received during this period, as such whilst accepting receipt of the petition 
the Council does not accept your legal summation as to why the petition could be 
considered as being valid during this time. 
 
In making this decision and having carefully considered your correspondence, the 
Council does accept that a referendum may have taken place on or before 6th May 
2021, if the 2020 Postponement Regulations were not in force and subsequent to a 
valid petition being submitted (only after it was duly considered and assessed). 
However, given the ongoing pandemic, we still remain in an extraordinary situation 
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and continue to channel resources through this exceptional period, which is 
reflective of the postponement regulations that have been made. 
 
The Ministry of Housing Communities & Local Government in its letter to Local 
Authorities (dated 6th April 2020) outlined the necessary respite they were 
providing for Local Authorities during this time;  
 
‘I am writing to update you on emergency legislation that we are making to support 
local authorities in the vital work you are doing to respond to the Coronavirus 
pandemic whilst ensuring essential business and services continue.’ 
 
It is for this reason the Council believes that regulation 12(3) of the 2020 
Postponement Regulations states that any petition submitted during the period, as 
outlined above, is deemed to be invalid. Furthermore, the Council also believes that 
due to the repercussions of this change in law, the 2020 Postponement Regulations 
also facilitated the extension of the 12 month timeline for any signatures during this 
period. 
 
In accordance with the Council’s interpretation of regulation 12(3), it does not 
accept your suggestion that the circumstances outlined in regulation 12(2) of the 
2020 Postponement Regulations, which relates to a petition that has already been 
assessed and is considered as being valid, for which a referendum would have 
otherwise been held, applies to the position of a petition that is only being 
presented to the Council at this point in time. 
 
The Council’s interpretation of regulation 12(3) allows the Council to properly 
assess and consider any petition received after the 5th May 2021, if therefore  
you wish the Petition to be re-considered, please notify me after that date.  
 
Please also note that the Council has a legal requirement to retain the petition to 
allow for it to be publicly inspected. 
 
Should you have any queries as to the above, please do not hesitate to revert to me 
as to the same. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Jacqueline Harris-Baker 
Executive Director of Resources and Monitoring Officer 


