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Summary 

I started an inquiry on 31 March 2022 after receiving two complaints that, by 
distributing email circulars containing party political information from his 
parliamentary email account, Mr Chris Philp MP had breached paragraph 16 of the 
Code of Conduct for Members. 5 

During my investigation I sought information from Mr Philp who said that, although 
the email circulars had contained material that may confer an advantage on a 
political party in the context of an upcoming local mayoral election on 5 May 2022, 
the emails also included matters relating to his parliamentary duties.   

Mr Philp acknowledged the emails appeared to come from his parliamentary email 10 
account but said that, as they were sent via an online marketing platform, he did not 
consider the inclusion of political information improper.  Mr Philp said he used his 
parliamentary email address to set up the account because most of the replies he 
received to the email circulars related to his parliamentary work.  Mr Philp 
confirmed that he had sent approximately 10 similar emails via the online marketing 15 
platform to at least 2500 recipients, more in some cases, and they all related to the 
local mayoral election.   

As part of my investigation, I sought advice from the Managing Director of 
Parliament Digital Services ("the Managing Director").  The Managing Director said 
that although the emails technically came from the online marketing platform’s 20 
server, for the recipient, the emails would appear to have come from Mr Philp’s 
parliamentary email account.  The Managing Director said that, in his view, as the 
Rules relating to the Acceptable Use of Parliamentary (AUP) Digital Service ("the 
Rules") were applicable, if Mr Philp wished to use his parliamentary email account 
in conjunction with the online marketing platform, he should have limited his usage 25 
to "non-political content".   

Having considered the information available to me, I found that Mr Philp had 
breached paragraph 16 of the Code of Conduct.  Given the number of emails sent, the 
size of the distribution list, the short timeframe, and the political content of the email 
circulars I gave careful consideration to the most appropriate means of concluding 30 
this matter.  However, I decided that this matter could be resolved using the 
rectification procedure available to me under Standing Order No. 150.  When 
making my decision, I considered the explanations provided by Mr Philp and the 
Managing Director and found that, Mr Philp had incorrectly believed that, because 
the email circular was sent from the online marketing platform and not the 35 
parliamentary server, the email circulars did not constitute a breach of the Rules.  I 
also took into account Mr Philp's acknowledgment and apology for the breach as 
well as the action he had taken to amend the email address to remedy the breach 
and to prevent reoccurrence, and the nominal costs incurred as a result of Mr Philp’s 
actions.   40 
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Mr Chris Philp MP: Resolution Letter 

Letter from the Commissioner to complainant 1, 30 August 2022 

I wrote to you on 30 March 2022 to tell you I had begun an inquiry into your 
allegation that Mr Chris Philp MP had breached paragraph 16 of the 2019 Code of 
Conduct for Members. 5 

Mr Philp has acknowledged and apologised for the breach of the rules and outlined 
the steps he intends to undertake in order to prevent any reoccurrence. 

Following careful consideration as to the most appropriate means of concluding this 
matter, I have decided that this inquiry should be concluded through the 
rectification procedure available to me through House of Commons’ Standing Order 10 
No. 150. The full rationale for my decision can be found in my letter to Mr Philp, 
dated 14 July 2022 (item 20 in the written evidence pack), which you can access 
once the evidence pack has been published.   

I will publish my decision and the written evidence pack shortly on my webpage and 
I will report the outcome to the Standards Committee in due course. 15 

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. I confirm that the matter is now 
closed. 
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Written evidence 

1. Email from complainant 1 to the Commissioner, 14 March 2022 

I write in relation to the email below that I received from my local Member of 
Parliament Chris Philp on 11 March 2022 (sic). 

I was very surprised to receive this correspondence from Mr Philp’s parliamentary 5 
email address, given it is clearly party political campaigning in advance of the local 
elections taking place in Croydon in 7 weeks’ time. The email featured a reference 
to the Conservative Mayoral Candidate, outlines his “plan” to reopen a local leisure 
facility and refers explicitly to the elections on 5 May. 

I understand parliamentary resources must not be used in this way and I would like 10 
you to investigate Mr Philp’s actions. 

Paragraph 16 of the Members’ Code of Conduct published in October 2019 (HC 
1882) reads as follows: 

… Members shall ensure that their use of public resources is always in support of 
their parliamentary duties. It should not confer any undue personal or financial 15 
benefit on themselves or anyone else, or confer undue advantage on a political 
organisation. 
 
I can’t see how this email does anything other than seek to confer undue advantage 
on the Conservative party. 20 

It is also occurs to me that a member of Mr Philp’s parliamentary staff may have 
been involved in drafting or sending this email, which would be a further breach of 
parliamentary rules. 

I would be grateful for an acknowledgment of this complaint, and I hope appropriate 
action can be taken against Mr Philp. 25 

Enclosure 1 

From: Chris Philp MP <chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk> 
Sent: 12 March 2022 09:33 
To: [Personal Details Redacted]  
Subject: Can you help kick out Croydon Council on May 5th?  30 
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Dear all, 

On May 5th, Croydon will go to the polls to elect an Executive Mayor for the first time 
ever, as well as councillors. I firmly believe that change is needed. The council has 
been run by Labour for the last 8 years. In that time, they have: 5 

• Passed indiscriminate planning consents that have turned the Borough 
into a developer's paradise, and proposed a new local plan that (if they 
are re-elected) will strip any of the last vestiges of control over 
development. 

• Bankrupted the Borough by recklessly speculating on commercial 10 
property (including spending £30m on a hotel that then went bust and 
they sold for a huge loss). No other London Borough has gone bust like 
this for over 20 years.  

• Permanently shut Purley Pool and voted down a costed plan by [Name 
redacted] to start work to reopen it immediately.  15 

• Botched the Fairfield Halls refurbishment by giving the contract to their 
cronies who has no experience in that kind of project, which then created 
a £40m overspend. 

• Left council tenants living in squalor in mouldy flats and ignored their 
desperate pleas for help - preferring instead to spend money on failed 20 
commercial property speculation.  

• Wasted over £200m of our money on the failed Brick by Brick developer 
that is trying to concrete over every green space it can find.  

[Name redacted] is running for Mayor and wants to change this. I realise that not 
everyone receiving this email may ordinarily be a Conservative supporter, but the 25 
local circumstances with Croydon's failed Labour Council are so bad that they 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/l2JZCXL8EiXylRnAtVS2Jg?domain=nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com
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transcend regular party politics. If you are willing to help [Name redacted] get 
elected as Mayor and Conservative councillors elected (for example, by helping to 
deliver leaflets or making a small donation) then please click on this link to register 
how you could help: [Link redacted] 

In the meantime, I will be doing everything I can to oppose what Labour has done to 5 
the Borough as a local MP. But what will really transform the Borough is a Mayor 
like [Name redacted] running the Borough who can make the much-needed changes. 
Please do forward this email to friends and neighbours who may be interested. The 
link to the form to register if you can help the campaign in some way again is 
here: [Link redacted] 10 

With best wishes, 
 
Chris 

 
Chris Philp  15 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 

 

You have received this newsletter from Chris Philp after providing him or the 
Croydon Conservatives with your contact details.   

You can choose to stop receiving these emails at any time, by selecting the 20 
'unsubscribe' button below. 

Copyright © Chris Philp 2020, All rights reserved. 

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  

Want to help me in the constituency? 

Have an idea for a project? 25 

E-mail  

office@croydonconservatives.com 

and I'll get back to you as soon as I can. 

14 March 2022 

mailto:gavin.barwell.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:office@croydonconservatives.com
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2. Email from complainant 2 to the Commissioner, 21 March 20221  

I write in relation to the attached email I received from my local Member of 
Parliament Chris Philp on 11 March 2022. 

I was very surprised to receive this correspondence from Mr Philp’s parliamentary 
email address, given it is clearly party political campaigning in advance of the local 5 
elections taking place in Croydon in 7 weeks’ time. The email features a picture of 
the Conservative Mayoral Candidate, outlines his “plan” to reopen a local leisure 
facility and refers explicitly to the elections on 5 May. 

I understand parliamentary resources must not be used in this way and I would like 
you to investigate Mr Philp’s actions. 10 

Paragraph 16 of the Members’ Code of Conduct published in October 2019 (HC 
1882) reads as follows: 

… Members shall ensure that their use of public resources is always in support of 
their parliamentary duties. It should not confer any undue personal or financial 
benefit on themselves or anyone else, or confer undue advantage on a political 15 
organisation. 
 
I can’t see how this email does anything other than seek to confer undue advantage 
on the Conservative party. 

It is also occurs to me that a member of Mr Philp’s parliamentary staff may have 20 
been involved in drafting or sending this email, which would be a further breach of 
parliamentary rules. 

I would be grateful for an acknowledgment of this complaint, and I hope appropriate 
action can be taken against Mr Philp. 

Yours sincerely 25 

(Personal Details Redacted} 

PS another similar email arrived on the following day which I will also forward 

Enclosure 1 

From: Chris Philp MP <chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk> 

 
1 As the Commissioner had already received a complaint about this matter, this complaint was not 
progressed, however all the evidence provided by complainant 2 was included in the investigation.  
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Sent: 11 March 2022 09:21 

To: [Personal Details Redacted] 

Subject: Update on Saving Purley Pool 

 

 5 

Dear All, 

You are probably aware that Croydon's Labour council closed Purley Pool about two 
years ago and then refused to re-open it, saying that it will stay shut forever. 

All the Borough's other leisure facilities re-opened after Covid. To add insult to 
injury, the Council did not even bother bidding for any of the £100m made available 10 
by the Government to reopen leisure facilities in relation to Purley Pool (they did 
bid for every other leisure centre in Croydon and got money for those; disgracefully, 
they didn't bother bidding for Purley). This is an appalling situation - Purley Pool is 
used by 11 local schools who now have to give up swimming lessons or travel much 
longer distances. Many local charities used the pool, including disabled charities, 15 
and for thousands of local residents it provided much-needed exercise facilities in 
the local area. It also brought football to Purley High Street, helping local shops. The 
council does not seem to care about any of this. 

But there is a solution. [Name redacted], a local Conservative councillor who is also 
running for Mayor of Croydon, has come up with a funded plan to reopen and 20 
refurbish the pool starting immediately. The council's own figures (which we think 
are much too high) show reopening costs of £3m and [Name redacted] has identified 
this amount of unspent CIL money to fund it. 

CIL money is the money paid by developers when they do new developments. This 
is exactly the kind of thing CIL should be used for. [Name redacted] put this idea to 25 
the council earlier this week as an amendment to the council's budget - but 
shockingly Labour used their majority on the council to vote it down. [Name 
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redacted] has now pledged that if he is elected as our Mayor on May 5th he will go 
ahead and implement the plan to reopen the pool immediately. The 
Labour candidate for Mayor, a lifelong party apparatchik, is following her party 
line and will not match this commitment from [Name redacted]. 

 

[Picture redacted] 

[Name redacted] has pledged to start works to reopen the pool immediately if 
elected as our Mayor on May 5th 

Local residents are furious that Labour has permanently closed the pool, and 
arranged a protest recently on this topic. There is a video here - please do share 
on social media:    

[Video redacted]  
Please do also forward this email to your friends and neighbours, and also post on 5 
social media using these links, so that people know what is going on. 

 

I hope that we can bring about change and get Purley Pool reopened through the 
elections on May 5th. 
 10 
Best wishes, 
 
Chris 

 
Chris Philp  15 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
 
You have received this newsletter from Chris Philp after providing him or the 
Croydon Conservatives with your contact details.   

You can choose to stop receiving these emails at any time, by selecting the 20 
'unsubscribe' button below. 

Copyright © Chris Philp 2020, All rights reserved. 
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unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  

Want to help me in the constituency? 

Have an idea for a project? 

E-mail  

office@croydonconservatives.com 5 

and I'll get back to you as soon as I can. 

21 March 2022 

3. Email from complainant 2 to the Commissioner, 21 March 2022 

This is the second email2 which I said in the PS to my first complaint that I would 
forward to you. 10 

Again, it is unashamed electioneering using his parliamentary email address. 

21 March 2022 

4. Letter from the Commissioner to Mr Chris Philp MP, 31 March 2022 

Following an allegation I received from [Name Redacted] on 14 March 2022, about 
your compliance with paragraph 16 of the House of Commons Code of Conduct for 15 
Members, I have decided to open a formal inquiry.     

In addition to [Name Redacted] complaint, I have since received a further 
submission about the same matter which included additional evidence.  Whilst it 
would not be reasonable to open a second complaint on the same matter, I have 
accepted the additional evidence and I have included it along with a copy of [Name 20 
Redacted] submission and the enclosure he provided.     

The scope of my inquiry   

My inquiry will focus on whether you have breached paragraph 16 of the House of 
Commons’ Code of Conduct for Members by using parliamentary resources, namely 
your parliamentary email address, to send email/leaflets relating to an upcoming 25 
local election, and that in doing so, you have conferred an undue advantage, or 
financial benefit on yourself or someone else, or conferred an undue advantage on a 
political organisation.    

 
2 This has not been reproduced, because it is the same circular as the one referenced in part 1 above. 

mailto:gavin.barwell.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:office@croydonconservatives.com
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If the scope of my inquiry changes, I will update you in writing.    

The relevant rules of the House   

The overarching rules are found in the House of Commons’ Code of Conduct for 
Members.  Paragraph 16 of the Code states:   

Members are personally responsible and accountable for ensuring that 5 
their use of any expenses, allowances, facilities and services provided 
from the public purse is in accordance with the rules laid down on these 
matters. Members shall ensure that their use of public resources is 
always in support of their parliamentary duties. It should not confer 
any undue personal or financial benefit on themselves or anyone else, 10 
or confer undue advantage on a political organisation.   

Additionally, the House of Commons Digital Service Rules on the use of IT state:   

It is acceptable to use parliamentary systems for limited personal use 
(at the user’s own risk) provided it does not contravene any 
parliamentary policies, rules or instructions, or any applicable 15 
legislation. It is not acceptable to use parliamentary digital services for 
activities that could be considered party political campaigning or 
fundraising, or private business activity, except in those circumstances 
and for those users where this has been expressly permitted (e.g. House 
of Commons dissolution guidance for Members standing, 2017, para 20 
1.24; Rules governing the use of facilities in the House of Lords, 2010, 
para 11).   

Next steps  

I would welcome your comments on the allegation that your alleged actions have 
amounted to a breach of paragraph 16 of the Code of Conduct for Members.  I would 25 
also be grateful for your answers to the following specific questions:   

1. Are you aware of the rules regarding the use of parliamentary IT resources 
and the limitations around their use?   

2. Do you believe the email/leaflet could reasonably be construed as being in 
support of your parliamentary duties? If so, please explain why.    30 

3. Do you consider that the content, and potentially the timing of this 
email/leaflet, could reasonably be considered as conferring an undue benefit 
to a political organisation? If you do not, please explain why.    

4. Why did you use your parliamentary email address to send the email/leaflet?    

https://intranet.parliament.uk/Documents/computers-equipment/Working-securely/Good-digital-citizen/Instr_AccUse_%20v1.0.pdf
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5. Have you distributed any similar emails using your parliamentary email 
address since the start of this year? If yes, please provide a copy of the email 
and the details of each mailshot.   

6. Please confirm if, on reflection, you feel that the use of your parliamentary 
email address to send these email/leaflets was a breach of the rules of conduct, 5 
and if you do not, please explain why.   

It would be helpful to receive any evidence to support your responses when you 
reply to this letter.  Any other points you wish to make to help me with this inquiry 
would also be welcome.   

Important information   10 

My inquiries are conducted in private. However, following the decision taken by 
the House on 21 April 2021, I will shortly publish on my webpages the fact that 
I am conducting an inquiry about your alleged breach of the Code of Conduct. 
If contacted, my office will not comment on any aspect of this specific inquiry to third 
parties. They will answer direct factual questions about the processes I follow, and 15 
the standards system more generally, but will not provide any comment or details 
about the particulars of this inquiry.   

This letter and any subsequent correspondence between us in connection with this 
inquiry is protected by parliamentary privilege. It should be kept confidential until 
the outcome of my inquiry is published.  The same requirement extends to [Name 20 
Redacted].   

The Members’ Services Team (MST) can support and signpost you and/or your staff 
to appropriate support services. You can contact them confidentially [Details 
Redacted] for a range of issues, including support with handling the impact of media 
attention.   25 

Procedure    

I enclose a copy of the Commissioner’s Information Note, which sets out the 
procedure for inquiries.  Please note that this has not yet been updated to reflect the 
changes flowing from the decision of 19 July 2018.   

While I do not, at this stage, know whether it will be necessary to interview you 30 
about this matter, it would be open to you to be accompanied at any such interview.  
I am, of course, very happy to meet with you at any stage if you would find that 
helpful.     

I should say now, as a matter of courtesy, that I may seek the advice of the House 
authorities and others as part of this inquiry.  If I do so, I will share that 35 
correspondence with you.   
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Information provided to me during the course of my inquiry will be retained, and 
disposed of, in accordance with the House of Commons’ Authorised Records 
Disposal Policy.   

Potential outcomes   

Inquiries are generally concluded in one of three ways.  If the evidence does not 5 
substantiate the allegation, it will not be upheld.  If the evidence demonstrates a 
breach of the rules, I may, in circumstances defined by Standing Order No. 150, 
uphold the allegation and conclude the inquiry using the rectification procedure, 
without making a referral to the Committee on Standards.  Where an allegation is 
not upheld or is rectified, the investigation material, including our correspondence, 10 
will be published on the Parliament website.     

If I uphold the allegation, and it is either unsuitable for the rectification procedure, 
or you do not accept my decision, I must make a referral to the Committee on 
Standards.  My memorandum to the Committee will be published as an appendix to 
the Committee’s own Report.   15 

Regardless of the outcome of my inquiry, I must emphasise that all the relevant 
evidence, including our correspondence, will be published when this inquiry is 
concluded.  I routinely redact the personal data of third parties unless it is relevant 
to my decision(s).  Please tell me if you provide sensitive material that you think I 
should redact.  I will consider carefully any such request.   20 

Action   

I would be grateful to have your response to this letter as soon as possible and no 
later than 7 April 2022.  Please let me know before that date if you require more 
time to respond.   

If you would prefer me to communicate with you by email, or via a different postal 25 
address, please give the details when you reply to this letter.  It would also be helpful 
if you were willing to provide a telephone number through which I might contact 
you.     

I would be grateful if you could send your response electronically to: 
standardscommissioner@parliament.uk   30 

Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.  

31 March 2022 

mailto:standardscommissioner@parliament.uk
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5. Email from Mr Chris Philp MP to the Commissioner, 14 April 2022  

I am writing further to your correspondence below.  I have answered each of your 
six questions below and would be happy to answer any further questions that arise.  

1. Yes, I am aware of the rules regarding the use of Parliamentary IT for party 
political campaigning as set out in Para 16 of the code 5 

2. The two emails referenced did support Parliamentary duties to the extent that 
it drew attention to important local issues concerning local facilities and the 
track record and conduct of the local council (but see also answer 3 below) 

3. I accept that the content of the emails does also contain material that may 
confer an advantage on a political party in the context of the upcoming local 10 
elections 

4. Although the emails appear to come from my Parliamentary email address, in 
fact they were not sent from it. They (and other emails – see answer 5)  were 
sent from a system called [name of online marketing platform], which is paid 
for separately to my Parliamentary allowances.  When you send an email from 15 
[online marketing platform] you have to specify what email address the email 
“appears” to come from and what email address any replies to the outbound 
email go to.  I chose to specify my parliamentary email address for that 
purpose because most of the replies generated are typically Parliamentary 
casework (the outbound email prompts some recipients to reply with an issue 20 
that they need resolving or a query that constitutes a piece of Parliamentary 
casework).  So, although the email appears to have been sent from the 
Parliamentary email address in fact it was not. However, that would not be 
obvious to a recipient who may understandably draw the conclusion that 
[Name Redacted] did.  To avoid any confusion, in the future I will set as the 25 
email address that the outgoing email appears to come from (and the address 
to which replies in the first instance go) as a non-Parliamentary address, 
where the content of the outbound email might breach para 16. 

5. Yes, I have.  There are approx. 10 emails this year which contain material that 
I would accept constitute party political campaigning all in relation to the 30 
upcoming local elections.  But these emails were all actually sent from [online 
marketing platform]  as per the answer to question 4 above. 

6. I think that because the emails were not actually sent from my Parliamentary 
email account (as set out in point 4 above) this does not constitute a breach of 
the rules. However, as per the last sentence in para 4 above, I am happy to 35 
undertake that in future I will change the address which the email appears to 
come from and the address to which replies in the first instance are directed 
to a non-Parliamentary email address.  I have already implemented this 
measure. 
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I hope this provides you with what you need, but please do not hesitate to contact 
on [Personal Details Redacted] if you would like to. 

 With best wishes, 

14 April 2022 

6. Letter from the Commissioner to Mr Chris Philp MP, 28 April 2022 5 

Thank you for your email received 14 April 2022.  Having had an opportunity to fully 
consider your response to my letter of 31 March 2022, I have some further questions 
arising from your comments, and would ask that you provide the following by 
information by 6 May 2022:    

1. Did you seek any information or advice from the Parliamentary Digital Service 10 
before attaching your Parliamentary email address to your [online marketing 
platform] account?  If so, what advice did you receive?  If not, what 
consideration did you give to the Rules on the use of IT before doing so?   

2. In your response you said that, although the emails referenced in the 
complaint supported your Parliamentary duties, you accepted that the content 15 
also contained material that may confer an advantage on a political party.     

a) What consideration you gave to the inclusion of party-political 
information when drafting these emails?  

b) Why you considered, in these cases, that such content was appropriate?  

c) What consideration you gave to the Rules on the use of IT and the Code of 20 
Conduct when drafting the content of these emails.    

3. Please confirm the origin of the data used to compile the list of recipients for 
the emails in question.   

Finally, in my letter to you of 31 March 2022, I said that I may seek the advice of the 
House authorities as part of my investigation.  Today I have written to the Deputy 25 
Director of PDS for advice, and a copy of that letter is included for 
your information.           

Once I have received the reply, I will write to you again regarding the next steps.  In 
the meantime, this matter remains protected by Parliamentary Privilege and should 
continue to be kept confidential.   30 

I would be grateful if you could please send your response electronically to 
standardscommissioner@parliament.uk.    
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Thank you for your cooperation with this matter. 

28 April 2022 

7. Letter from the Commissioner to the Managing Director of Parliament 
Digital Service, 28 April 2022 

I would like to ask your advice on a complaint I have recently received about Mr 5 
Chris Philp MP.  In essence, the complaint is that Mr Philp acted in breach of 
paragraph 16 of the Code of Conduct for Members.  It is alleged that, contrary to the 
Rules on the use of IT, Mr Philp used his parliamentary email address to send 
correspondence/leaflets which could be considered party-political campaigning 
and/or fundraising.   10 

I enclose a copy of my letter to the Member, dated 31 March 2022, and their reply, 
of 14 April 2022.  I have also enclosed copies of the correspondence and supporting 
evidence which led to me initiating this inquiry for your information.     

In order to assist me with my inquiries, it would be helpful if you could provide the 
following information:   15 

1. When using a platform such as [online marketing platform] to send 
documents, for the purposes of the Rules on the use of IT, do the documents 
come from [online marketing platform] or the Parliamentary email 
address?  Please explain why.   

2. Are Parliamentary email address holders permitted to attach their email 20 
addresses to platforms such as [online marketing platform]? If so, do they need 
express permission and was it sought in this case.   

3. Did Mr Philp approach you or your team for advice on the content of the 
correspondence/leaflet before sending the document from his Parliamentary 
email address via [online marketing platform]?  If so, what advice was he 25 
given?  If not, it would be helpful to know how you would have advised Mr 
Philp, and what factors you took into account/would have taken into account 
when giving that advice.   

 It would be very helpful to have your reply by 6 May 2022.      

If you require further information from Mr Philp before giving your advice, I would 30 
be happy for you to contact them directly.  

28 April 2022 
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8. Email from Mr Chris Philp MP to the Commissioner, 29 April 2022 

Many thanks for your further email below.  I am happy to answer your questions as 
follows:  

1. I did not approach the Parliamentary Digital Services for advice in advance (or 
at any time) on this issue. I considered that because ethe email was being sent 5 
from [an online marketing platform] (which is not paid for from Parliamentary 
budgets) rather than the Parliamentary email system then the Rules were not 
engaged 

2. (a), (b) and (c) I understood at the time, and accept now, that the emails 
contained party political content – and that this kind of content should not be 10 
sent using a Parliamentary email system. However as set out in the point 
above, because these emails were sent from [an online marketing platform] 
and not the Parliamentary email system I did not consider this improper. 

3. The data was derived from surveys undertaken in the constituency (not paid 
for by Parliamentary budgets), from door to door canvassing undertaken by 15 
Conservative Party volunteers (not using any resources paid for by 
Parliamentary budgets) and at street stalls (again, not paid for by 
Parliamentary Budgets). 

I also note in your letter to the Managing Director of the Parliament Digital Service 
in point (2) you describe me as having “attached” my parliamentary email to [an 20 
online marketing platform].  I don’t think that is quite the way it should be described 
- “attached” suggests some kind of formal or technical linkage between the systems, 
which there is not. The Parliamentary email address was simply specified as the 
email address from which the [online marketing platform]-generated email 
appeared to come, and the email address to which replies would go.  As per my 25 
previous letter I have already discontinued that practice and now specify a non-
Parliamentary email address for that purpose. 

I hope that this reply is helpful. 

29 April 2022 

9. Email from the Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards to 30 
Mr Chris Philp MP, 29 April 2022 

Thank you for your email.  The Commissioner appreciates your prompt reply.  

I will forward the comments that you have made to the Managing Director of PDS as 
they will be helpful in clarifying your position in this matter and will assist [the 
Managing Director] in providing his response to the Commissioner. 35 
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10. Email from the Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards to 
the Managing Director of Parliament Digital Service, 29 April 2022 

Further to my email yesterday,3 Mr Philp has provided some additional clarification 
which may assist you when drafting your response.  I have reproduced Mr Philp’s 
response below 5 

Many thanks for your further email below.  I am happy to answer your 
questions as follows: 

1.       I did not approach the Parliamentary Digital Services for advice 
in advance (or at any time) on this issue. I considered that because ethe 
email was being sent from [an online marketing platform] (which is 10 
not paid for from Parliamentary budgets) rather than the 
Parliamentary email system then the Rules were not engaged 

2.       (a), (b) and (c) I understood at the time, and accept now, that the 
emails contained party political content – and that this kind of content 
should not be sent using a Parliamentary email system. However as set 15 
out in the point above, because these emails were sent from [an online 
marketing platform] and not the Parliamentary email system I did not 
consider this improper. 

3.       The data was derived from surveys undertaken in the 
constituency (not paid for by Parliamentary budgets), from door to 20 
door canvassing undertaken by Conservative Party volunteers (not 
using any resources paid for by Parliamentary budgets) and at street 
stalls (again, not paid for by Parliamentary Budgets). 

I also note in your letter to the Managing Director of the Parliamentary 
Digital Service in point (2) you describe me as having “attached” my 25 
parliamentary email to [an online marketing platform].  I don’t think 
that is quite the way it should be described - “attached” suggests some 
kind of formal or technical linkage between the systems, which there is 
not. The Parliamentary email address was simply specified as the email 
address from which the [online marketing platform]-generated email 30 
appeared to come, and the email address to which replies would go.  As 
per my previous letter I have already discontinued that practice and 
now specify a non-Parliamentary email address for that purpose. 

29 April 2022 

 
3 Enclosing the letter from the Commissioner - Item XX 
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11. Letter from the Managing Director of Parliament Digital Service to the 
Commissioner, 6 May 2022 

Thank you for your letter dated 28th April regarding Mr Chris Philp MP and the 
additional information shared in your email dated 29th April.  

Please find below my responses to the questions you asked:  5 

1. When using a platform such as [name of online marketing platform] to send 
documents, for the purposes of the Rules on the use of IT, do the documents 
come from [name of online marketing platform]  or the Parliamentary email 
address? Please explain why.  

Technically when sending documents from [an online marketing platform], they 10 
come from [an online marketing platform] rather than from Parliamentary servers. 
In this instance the email would have looked like it came from a Parliament.uk email 
address and via our servers – as shown in enclosure 1a of your attachments.  It may 
help if I provide some background information: anyone can sign up to [an online 
marketing platform] and create an account using any email address they have access 15 
to. Once this email address has been inputted, users will receive an account 
activation email to this address and they must click to verify the account. Once the 
account is verified users can send emails and run campaigns etc that appear to 
recipients as if they have come from the inputted email account. Users can also 
choose a “reply” email address and this can be the same or different to the “from” 20 
email.   

I have a wealth of technical detail on this point so please let me know if you require 
more information.   

2. Are Parliamentary email address holders permitted to attach their email 
addresses to platforms such as [name of online marketing platform]? If so, do 25 
they need express permission and was it sought in this case.  

We do not have a specific policy in this area so there was no requirement for the 
Member to seek permission in this instance. There are policies covering political use 
of Parliamentary assets. See point 3 below.   

3. Did Mr Philp approach you or your team for advice on the content of the 30 
correspondence/leaflet before sending the document from his Parliamentary 
email address via [an online marketing platform]? If so, what advice was he 
given? If not, it would be helpful to know how you would have advised Mr 
Philp, and what factors you took into account/would have taken into account 
when giving that advice.  35 

In your supplementary correspondence Mr Philp confirms that he did not  seek 
advice from the Parliamentary Digital Service on the content of the leaflet  If we were 
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asked, we would have pointed the Member to our Acceptable Use Policy (now 
known as User Responsibilities) [Link to Rules]. This states:    

It is acceptable to use parliamentary systems for limited personal use 
(at the user’s own risk) provided it does not contravene any 
parliamentary policies, rules or instructions, or any applicable 5 
legislation. It is not acceptable to use parliamentary digital services for 
activities that could be considered party political campaigning or 
fundraising, or private business activity, except in those circumstances 
and for those users where this has been expressly permitted (e.g. House 
of Commons dissolution guidance for Members standing, 2017, para 10 
1.24; Rules governing the use of facilities in the House of Lords, 2010, 
para 11).  

We could equally have referenced the Members’ Handbook. This includes both the 
Rules of Conduct and the User Responsibilities document linked to above. Members-
Handbook-2017.pdf (parliament.uk)   15 

I hope these responses answer your queries. If you require more detail or have any 
supplementary questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

6 May 2022 

12. Letter from the Commissioner to Mr Chris Philp MP, 12 May 2022 

In my letter of 28 April 2022, I explained that I would be seeking the advice of Mr 20 
David Smith OBE, Managing Director of the Parliament Digital Service.  I have now 
received the advice, and I enclose a copy of their response, dated 6 May 2022, for 
your information.    

Please forward any comments regarding Mr Smith’s advice along with any 
additional comments that you would like to add by 20 May 2022.       25 

In the meantime, our correspondence remains protected by parliamentary 
privilege, and I must ask that you continue to maintain the strict confidentiality of 
the inquiry. 

12 May 2022 

13. Email from Mr Chris Philp MP to the Commissioner, 13 May 2022 30 

Many thanks for this information. 

I do have an additional comment. 

In his answer to question 1, the Digital Services Director confirmed that the email 
came from [an online marketing platform], not from my Parliamentary email 

https://intranet.parliament.uk/Documents/computers-equipment/Working-securely/Good-digital-citizen/Instr_AccUse_%20v1.0.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/Members-Handbook-2017.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/Members-Handbook-2017.pdf
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account. However, your question 3 is premised on the fact that the email did come 
from my Parliamentary account (which the answer to question 1 confirms it did 
not).  Could you re-ask question 3 specifically in the context of the email having been 
sent from [an online marketing platform] and not my Parliamentary email (i.e. what 
advice would he have given about an email being sent from [an online marketing 5 
platform], which had only the appearance of coming from a Parliamentary account). 

Many thanks and best wishes 

13 May 2022 

14. Letter from the Commissioner to the Managing Director of Parliament 
Digital Service, 16 May 2022 10 

Thank you for your letter received 6 May 2022 and the helpful information that you 
provided.     

Having considered your response and a further point raised by Mr Philp MP, I have 
some additional questions:   

1. In your letter dated 6 May 2022, you stated that although the correspondence 15 
appeared to have come from Mr Philp’s Parliamentary email address, the 
correspondence had not been sent directly from the Parliamentary email 
account, rather it had been sent via [an online marketing platform] server.   In 
your opinion, are the Rules relating to the Acceptable Use of Parliamentary 
Digital Services applicable in these matters?   20 

2. Had Mr Philp sought advice from you before sending the correspondence via 
[an online marketing platform], what would you have advised and what 
factors would you have taken into account when giving that advice?    

It would be very helpful to have your reply by 23 May 2022.      

If you require further information from Mr Philp before giving your advice, I would 25 
be happy for you to contact them directly.  

Thank you for your assistance.    

16 May 2022 

15. Letter from the Managing Director of Parliament Digital Service to the 
Commissioner, 23 May 2022 30 

Thank you for your letter dated 16th May in which you raise two supplementary 
questions. I shall address them in turn:    
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1. In your letter dated 6 May 2022, you stated that although the correspondence 
appeared to have come from Mr Philp’s Parliamentary email address, the 
correspondence had not been sent directly from the Parliamentary email 
account, rather it had been sent via [an online marketing platform] server. In 
your opinion, are the Rules relating to the Acceptable Use of Parliamentary 5 
Digital Services applicable in these matters?    

In my opinion the rules relating to the Acceptable Use of Parliamentary  (AUP) digital 
services are applicable in this scenario:   

• The AUP, like other documents provided by the House, is quite clear about 
not using parliamentary resources for political campaigning.  10 

• The AUP is scoped to cover not only IT equipment we provide but also 
digital services:   

“Digital services provided via the Internet (e.g. Office 365), however 
accessed.“   

Digital services are defined as including Office 365, therefore the 15 
email account.    

You’ll see from the Responsibilities section also that this specifically 
includes Parliamentary email accounts: 

“Each user is individually responsible and accountable for the use of 
the parliamentary digital services that are assigned to them or made 20 
available to them, including their account and parliamentary 
computer(s).”  

• Although emails from [an online marketing platform] technically do not 
pass through Parliamentary servers, to send emails via [an online 
marketing platform] that appear to come from a designated email 25 
account, a user must input that email address and then go to that email 
account to authenticate usage of it. So, Mr Philp must have used his 
Parliamentary account to authenticate or, simply put, give [the online 
marketing platform] permission to send emails as if from parliament.uk. 
[the online marketing platform] sets out this process here: Verify an Email 30 
Domain | [ online marketing platform].  

• It’s also worth reiterating that to a recipient, anything sent from [the 
online marketing platform] looks to all intents and purposes as if it has 
come from the designated email address. A reader would usually have no 
way of discerning otherwise. As the technical mechanism for producing 35 
those emails is not therefore obvious to anyone else, I might add that as 
owner of the AUP I would have no way of differentiating material sent in 

https://intranet.parliament.uk/Documents/computers-equipment/Working-securely/Good-digital-citizen/Instr_AccUse_%20v1.0.pdf
https://intranet.parliament.uk/Documents/computers-equipment/Working-securely/Good-digital-citizen/Instr_AccUse_%20v1.0.pdf
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this way, which would make it difficult to enforce the rules enshrined in 
the AUP and related documents.   

My view, therefore, is that the rules relating to acceptable use are applicable.   

2. Had Mr Philp sought advice from you before sending the correspondence via 
[an online marketing platform], what would you have advised and what 5 
factors would you have taken into account when giving that advice?   

Had Mr Philp consulted with me, I would have referred him to our Acceptable Use 
Policy and in essence advised that:  

• if he wished to use [an online marketing platform] in conjunction with his 
Parliamentary email account to limit usage to non-political content;  10 

• if he wished to communicate political or campaigning information on [an 
online marketing platform], to use a different (non-Parliamentary) email 
address.    

I hope these answers are of use. Please don’t hesitate to contact me again if you 
require more detail or have more questions.  15 

23 May 2022 

16. Letter from the Commissioner to Mr Chris Philp MP, 25 May 2022 

Further to your email dated 13 May 2022, I contacted the Managing Director of the 
Parliament Digital Service to request clarification on the point that you raised.  I 
have now received the additional advice that I requested, which I have attached for 20 
your information.   

It would be helpful to have any comments you may have on this advice by 1 June 
2022.   In particular, I would appreciate any comments you wish to make regarding 
Mr Smith’s advice about the use of [an online marketing platform].    

In the meantime, our correspondence remains protected by parliamentary 25 
privilege and I must ask that you continue to maintain the strict confidentiality of 
the inquiry.     

25 May 2022 

17. Email from Mr Chris Philp MP to the Commissioner, 8 June 2022 

I have no further comment, other than to confirm that I have already changed my 30 
procedures to comply with the IT Director’s advice to use a non-Parliamentary email 
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address in connection with emails sent from [an online marketing platform] system 
that are party-political in nature.  

Best wishes, 

18. Letter from the Commissioner to Mr Chris Philp MP, 16 June 2022 

Thank you for your email dated 8 June 2022, and for confirming that you have no 5 
further comment to make on the clarification provided by the Managing Director of 
the Parliament Digital Service.     

When I wrote to you on 31 March 2022, I asked whether you had distributed similar 
emails to those identified by the complainants, since the start of this year.  As part 
of that question, I also requested a copy of any emails sent and the details of each 10 
mailshot.    

In your email to me dated 14 April 2022, you confirmed that you had distributed 
similar emails, explaining that there had been,    

“…approx. 10 emails this year which contain material that I would 
accept constitute party political campaigning all in relation to the 15 
upcoming local elections.”   

Although you accepted these communications constituted party-political 
campaigning, you did not provide copies of these mailshots alongside your reply.   

 For completeness, please could you provide me with the following,   

• A copy of each of the 10 emails you have identified as having constituted 20 
party-political campaigning, and which were distributed to constituents.   

— The dates on which each of the 10 emails were sent to constituents.  

— The number of recipients for each of the 10 emails.   

For comparison it would also be helpful if you could provide the following,  

• An example of an email distributed to constituents this year using [an 25 
online marketing platform], which does not contain any party-political 
campaigning.  

— The date when this email was sent to constituents.  

— The number of recipients of this email.    
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Please respond at the soonest opportunity and at the latest by 30 June 2022.  In the 
meantime, our correspondence remains protected by parliamentary privilege, and I 
must ask that you continue to maintain the strict confidentiality of the inquiry.      

Thank you for your assistance.    

16 June 2022 5 

19. Email from Chris Philp MP to the Commissioner, 1 July 2022 

I attach the emails requested,4 which I have already accepted constitute party-
political campaigning. These were all sent in Jan/Feb/Mar this year and as you can 
see all relate to the council elections that were held May 5th.  The ones that are 
asking activists to help campaign or attend functions (which is the majority) went 10 
to a list of about 2,500 people that is largely fixed in size. The one or two addressed 
to the general public go to a list that moves around in size, so I am not sure how big 
it was on the dates that they were sent. Note that the email addresses of the 
recipients are hosted on [an online marketing platform] which is not paid for by 
parliamentary expenses. 15 

I will forward an example of a non-party political email (if there were any) 
separately. 

Kind regards, 

1 July 2022 

20. Letter from the Commissioner to Mr Chris Philp MP, 14 July 2022 20 

Thank you for your email of 14 April 2022, and the additional information you 
provided on 29 April 2022, 13 May 2022, 8 June 2022 and 1 July 2022.     

Having considered the evidence carefully, I now have sufficient information to make 
a decision on the allegation that, by using parliamentary resources, namely your 
parliamentary email address, to send email circulars relating to an upcoming local 25 
election, and your views on the efficacy of the local Labour administration, you acted 
in breach of paragraph 16 of the Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament.    

My decision   

I have considered our correspondence, the published rules and guidance, as well as 
advice from the Managing Director of Parliament Digital Services concerning the use 30 
of a Parliament provided email address.  I have decided that by using your 
parliamentary email address to send 11 email circulars containing party political 
campaign information over a three-month period, to approximately 2500 people, 

 
4 See Appendix 1 
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you have breached paragraph 16 of the Code of Conduct for Members.  However, for 
the reasons outlined below, I do not intend to refer this matter to the Standards 
Committee for consideration.  Instead, I have decided to conclude this matter using 
the rectification process provided by Standing Order No. 150.    

The relevant rules of the House            5 

Paragraph 16 of the Code of Conduct states:        

Members are personally responsible and accountable for ensuring that 
their use of any expenses, allowances, facilities and services provided 
from the public purse is in accordance with the rules laid down on these 
matters. Members shall ensure that their use of public resources is 10 
always in support of their parliamentary duties. It should not confer 
any undue personal or financial benefit on themselves or anyone else, 
or confer undue advantage on a political organisation.   

Additionally, the House of Commons Digital Service Rules on the Acceptable use of 
Parliamentary Digital Services  (“the Rules”) state:     15 

It is acceptable to use parliamentary systems for limited personal use 
(at the user’s own risk) provided it does not contravene any 
parliamentary policies, rules or instructions, or any applicable 
legislation. It is not acceptable to use parliamentary digital services for 
activities that could be considered party political campaigning or 20 
fundraising, or private business activity, except in those circumstances 
and for those users where this has been expressly permitted (e.g. House 
of Commons dissolution guidance for Members standing, 2017, para 
1.24; Rules governing the use of facilities in the House of Lords, 2010, 
para 11).   25 

 Rationale   

Between January and March 2022, you sent 11 email circulars to approximately 
2500 people within your area.  The email circulars referenced the upcoming 
mayoral election for Croydon on 5 May 2022 and not only detailed your support for 
the candidate, but also requested financial donations and assistance with 30 
leafleting.  Additionally, the email circulars listed what you suggested were failings 
by the incumbent Labour Council.       

In your response dated 14 April 2022, you said that you were aware of the rules 
regarding the use of Parliamentary resources and political campaigning.  You also 
accepted that the email circulars contained material that may confer an advantage 35 
on a political party in the context of the upcoming local elections.     

You explained that the emails were sent via the marketing platform [redacted name 
of online marketing platform], a service you pay for separately from your 

https://intranet.parliament.uk/Documents/computers-equipment/Working-securely/Good-digital-citizen/Instr_AccUse_%20v1.0.pdf
https://intranet.parliament.uk/Documents/computers-equipment/Working-securely/Good-digital-citizen/Instr_AccUse_%20v1.0.pdf
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parliamentary allowances.  You said that, when creating the account, you were 
asked to specify which email address you wished the correspondence to appear to 
come from and the responses be forwarded to, and you chose your parliamentary 
email address because most of the replies typically generated by the email circulars 
related to issues and queries relating to your parliamentary role.  You accepted that, 5 
although the emails were sent via [the online marketing platform] and not your 
parliament email address, it was not obvious to the recipient that this was the case; 
you said you intended to change the email address so future correspondence does 
not appear to come from your parliamentary address.  You also said that, whilst you 
had not sought advice from the Parliamentary Digital Service before sending the 10 
emails, in your opinion, the emails were not sent via your parliamentary email 
account, and therefore, did not constitute a breach of the Rules.   

Finally, you confirmed that your list of recipient email addresses had been compiled 
through surveys, door to door canvassing and street stalls, none of which was paid 
for by Parliamentary budgets.   15 

As you are aware, during my inquiry, I sought advice from the Managing Director of 
the Parliament Digital Service (“PDS”).  The Managing Director said that the Rules 
clearly state that “…each user is individually responsible and accountable for the use 
of the parliamentary digital services that are assigned to them or made available to 
them, including their account and parliamentary computer(s)” and that “digital 20 
services provided via the internet (e.g. Office 365 [which includes the email 
account]), however accessed” should not be used for political campaigning.     

The Managing Director said that, technically, the email circulars in question were 
sent via the [online marketing platform] server not the Parliamentary server, 
however to the recipient it would look like the email had come from the parliament 25 
email address, and there would be no way of identifying it as otherwise.  The 
Managing Director said, if you had sought advice about this matter, he would have 
advised that when using [an online marketing platform] in conjunction with your 
Parliamentary email account usage should be limited to non-political 
content.  However, if you wished to communicate political or campaign information 30 
on [an online marketing platform], you should use a different [non-Parliamentary] 
email address.      

It is clear from the evidence that, when setting up your [online marketing platform] 
account, you chose to use your parliamentary email address rather than a 
constituency address.  Whilst you said the reason for you doing so was because 35 
many of the email circulars generated responses that related to your parliamentary 
work, I note that there were email circulars that requested either a direct response 
to your parliamentary email address, or the only contact information provided was 
your parliamentary email address.   Looking at the content of the email circulars, 
and the information contained within, it is clear that that they were for the 40 
promotion of the Conservative Party mayoral candidate.       
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Next Steps   

This has been a finely balanced decision.  Given the complainant and any other 
recipient’s perception of where the email circulars originated, the content of the 
email circulars and the size of the distribution lists, I gave serious consideration to 
referring the matter to the Committee on Standards for sanction.  However, I have 5 
noted that, when sending the emails, you incorrectly believed that because the email 
circular was sent from the [online marketing platform] server and not the 
parliamentary server, the Rules did not apply.  I have also taken into account your 
reassurance that you will change the email address on [the online marketing 
platform] to avoid any reoccurrence.  Finally, I was mindful that there were nominal 10 
costs incurred as a result of your action.     

As I explained above, Standing Order No 150 makes provision for me to conclude an 
inquiry using the rectification process, rather than by making a referral to the 
Committee on Standards. The Committee would generally expect the Member to 
have acknowledged and apologised for their breach of the rules, and to have taken 15 
any steps necessary to rectify their breach.  Rectification of paragraph 16 breaches 
also requires, with the agreement of the Member, referral of the matter to the 
relevant Officer for the House for reimbursement.         

To resolve this breach of the rules through rectification, the Committee would 
generally expect the Member to provide the following:     20 

a) Confirmation you have accepted my decision;   

b) A clear acknowledgement that you have breached the rules;   

c) An apology for the breach; and  

d) Information of the steps you have taken to rectify the breach and to ensure 
there is no recurrence of the breach.    25 

Therefore, in order to progress this through rectification, I will require the following 
from you:   

1. Carefully review my decision and confirm in writing that you accept it;      

2. Acknowledgement and apology for the identified breach; and  

3. Include with your response evidence that you have changed the email address 30 
on your [online marketing platform] account to ensure that there are no 
further breaches.    

If you are content for me to conclude the inquiry in this way, please write to me with 
the above information as soon as possible and no later than 21 July 2022.         
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If you agree to my proposal, I will share my draft written evidence pack with you, so 
that you can check its factual accuracy before publication.  I will also report the 
outcome to the Committee on Standards in due course as a matter of routine.   

 If you do not accept my decision, you should tell me the reasons for that by reply. 
After which, I will prepare a Memorandum to the Committee on Standards, so that 5 
they may consider the matter. I would give you the opportunity to see and comment 
on a draft of the Memorandum, but the content of it would, in the final analysis, be 
for me alone.   

In the meantime, our correspondence remains protected by parliamentary privilege, 
and I must ask that you continue to maintain the strict confidentiality of the inquiry.   10 

I would be grateful if you could please send your response electronically to 
standardscommissioner@parliament.uk   

14 July 2022  

21. Email from Mr Chris Philp MP to the Commissioner, 21 July 2022 

I have reviewed the letter you sent dated 14th July 2022.  15 

In specific response to each of the questions at the bottom of page 3:  

I am happy to confirm that I accept your decision as set out in your letter in full.  

I am happy to acknowledge the breach as set out by you in your letter, and I 
apologise for it. 

[Information not related to this inquiry - redacted] 20 

There is one very small factual point in your letter, under “rationale”.  8 of the 11 
emails went to the list of around 2,500 people, and 3 of the emails went to a larger 
public list whose number fluctuates. 

21 July 2022 

 25 

 

 

 

mailto:standardscommissioner@parliament.uk


 RECTIFICATION 31 

Appendix 1 

A.  

 

 

Curry Lunch - An Invitation 
   

 

 

 

Dear all, 
 
You are warmly invited to a Curry Lunch with myself and our Mayoral 
Candidate, [Name redacted], which has been organised by the Purley 
Branch of the Croydon Conservative Federation.  
 
I hope you will be able to make it - if you would like to attend, please 
contact Croydon Conservatives by 18th 
February via: office@croydonconservatives.com 
 
The full details are: 
  
Curry Lunch with Chris Philp MP and[Name redacted] 
 
2pm, Sunday 20th February 2022 
 
[Details redacted]. 
 
Tickets: £25 (£10 for children), including starter, main course and 
coffee/tea - vegetarian option available. 
 
There will be a cash bar and a raffle (please note that tickets will not 
be issued). 
 
For more information, please contact office@croydonconservatives.com 
by 18th February. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Chris Philp 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 

 

Copyright © 2019 Chris Philp, All rights reserved. 
 
My mailing address is: 
chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk 

mailto:office@croydonconservatives.com
mailto:office@croydonconservatives.com
mailto:chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list   

 

 

 

B.  

 

 

   
Reminder: this weekend - ending 
Labour's misrule in Croydon 

 

 

Dear all, 
 
Crucial Croydon Council elections and the first-ever Directly Elected Mayor 
election are taking place on May 5th. Over the last 8 years, Labour has bankrupted 
the Borough through its disastrous failed property speculation, leading to 
extensive cuts to everything from street cleaning to support for the vulnerable. 
Their indiscriminate planning consents, along with their new draft Local 
Plan, make it clear that if they are re-elected, they will step up their efforts to 
destroy our neighbourhood even further.  
 
I hope you will join me tomorrow and on Sunday in helping our DEM candidate 
[Name redacted] and the local team to win by helping us deliver election leaflets 
across our neighbourhood. We will be meeting for four delivery sessions at the car 
park off Brighton Road just south of Purley (and near Reedham station) - the car 
park is opposite 104 Brighton Road, Purley, CR8 4DB. 
 
We are meeting on: 
Tomorrow, 26th February, at 10:30am 
Tomorrow, 26th February, at 2:00pm 
Sunday, 27th February, at 10:30am 
Sunday, 27th February, at 2:00pm 
I will also provide lunch at 12:30 on each day at the [Address redacted] 
- the nearest car park is Tesco Purley. Please RSVP if you will join us for lunch.  
 
Please join us at as many of these four sessions as you can - it is vital that we get 
the message out ahead of these critical local elections which are so important to 
Croydon's future.  
 
I hope to see you this weekend. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/fCkRC3QL5hpXQAvnSK8DV5?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/xhW3C4QM7hBz10xXS0r9Nn?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
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Chris Philp 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
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C. 

 

 

   
Help with delivering leaflets 

 

 

Dear all, 
 
There are less than 50 days to go until the critical Croydon Mayor and council 
elections. We won’t have another chance to bring about change for another 4 
years – so we need to make the next 50 days really count. 
  
We have a number of leaflets that need to be delivered in the southern part of 
the Borough. If you can help with this, please email our agent [Name 
redacted]  ASAP to arrange to pick some up from our office in Purley 
(opposite the Tesco Car Park). [Name redacted]can be contacted on: [Details 

mailto:chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/7pFpCZY7Jt57N4YJCzBoE4X?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/qwsNC1WJ8FM6YzXViL77oug?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
mailto:ian.parker@croydonconservatives.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/b-s9CWL3Di56B98JC638fK7?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/bwBRCXL8EiX4Y5ZwT6J-Z8x?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/GO2iCYW3GFLDx1XrC0pxshj?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
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redacted]  and he would love to hear from you as soon as possible. He can 
pick routes that suit you. 
  
If you are separately able to help deliver leaflets in some of our marginal 
wards around the Borough please reply to this email and I will pass your 
details on to people co-ordinating our work in those areas. 
  
Please do email [Name redacted] if you can help out – we have a lot to do in 
the coming weeks! 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Chris 
 

 
 
Chris Philp 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
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D. 

-------- Original message -------- 

From: Chris Philp MP <chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk>  
Date: 29/03/2022 11:24 (GMT+00:00)  
To: [Details redacted]  5 
Subject: Follow up to survey - joining the Conservatives  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Share  
 

 

 

 

Tweet  
 

 

 

 

Forward  
 

 

    

 

Dear [Details redacted], 
 
You recently filled in a survey and indicated that you would like to join the 
local Conservatives. Joining us gives you the ability to participate in  
candidate selection, policy discussion, local social functions and much  
more. For most people the cost is £25 per year, and this will help fund our  
fight against the appalling Labour council in the local Croydon elections  
coming up in just a few weeks time. 
  
To join, please follow the link here: www.conservatives.com/join (scroll  
down and select the membership option that is right for you) 
  
Many thanks again for your interest, and I hope to meet you soon. And  
welcome to the Conservatives! 
  
Best wishes,  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/DsxwCq7zvF8150vqTZ2QWGz?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/8iQbCvlGAf7E6NZQCQnuosJ?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/RVwgCwVJBfGv18nBSVGbbUT?domain=us4.forward-to-friend.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/dtYMCyoLEur7MX3xTZqviRC?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/FyTGCp8y0Cn98MZYSPBOhT8?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/4hYFCr8AwC8rvVOgT7RMQc8?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/RVwgCwVJBfGv18nBSVGbbUT?domain=us4.forward-to-friend.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/gxziCoVxqfrDzqmOT1NKw-T?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
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Chris 

 
Chris Philp  
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
Minister for Technology and the Digital Economy 
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You have received this newsletter from  
Chris Philp after providing him or the  
Croydon Conservatives with your contact 
details.   
 
You can choose to stop receiving these  
emails at any time, by selecting the  
'unsubscribe' button below. 
 
Copyright © Chris Philp 2020,  
All rights reserved. 
 
unsubscribe from this list     
update subscription preferences   

 

Want to help me in the 
constituency? 
Have an idea for a project? 
E-mail  
office@croydonconservatives.com 
and I'll get back to you  
as soon as I can.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 5 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/2tBPCE835C3lD9jECN1wY-V?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
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E. 

 

 

   
This weekend - ending Labour's 
misrule in Croydon 

 

 

Dear all, 
 
On May 5th, Croydon votes for a new council and the first ever Directly Elected 
Mayor. Over the last 8 years, Labour has bankrupted the Borough through its 
disastrous failed property speculation. This has led to cuts to everything from 
street cleaning to support for the vulnerable. They have also passed indiscriminate 
planning consents and are trying to concrete over every inch of the Borough - 
including through their appalling 'Brick by Brick' company. Their new draft Local 
Plan makes it clear that if they are re-elected, they will step up their efforts to 
destroy our neighbourhood even further.  
 
We have a chance to stop them on May 5th by electing Conservative councillors 
and local businessman [Name redacted] as our first ever elected Mayor. The race 
is neck-and-neck.  
 
Please join me this weekend in helping [Name redacted] and the local team to win 
by helping us deliver election leaflets across our neighbourhood. We will be 
meeting for four delivery sessions at the car park off Brighton Road just south of 
Purley (and near Reedham station) - the car park is opposite 104 Brighton Road, 
Purley, CR8 4DB. 
 
We are meeting on: 
Saturday 26th February at 10:30am 
Saturday 26th February at 2:00pm 
Sunday 27th February at 10:30am 
Sunday 27th February at 2:00pm 
I will also provide lunch at 12:30 on each day at the [Address redacted] - the 
nearest car park is Tesco Purley. Please RSVP if you will join us for lunch.  
 
Please join us at as many of these four sessions as you can - it is vital that we get 
the message out ahead of these critical local elections which are so important to 
Croydon's future.  
 
I hope to see you this weekend. 
 
With best wishes, 
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Chris Philp 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
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F.  
 

 

 

   
Leafleting following last weekend's 
campaigning 

 

 

Dear all, 
 
Last weekend we delivered our message across our neighbourhood for 
Conservative candidates at the crucial council and Mayoral elections taking place 
on May 5th. I'd like to thank everyone who was able to join, your support 

mailto:chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/mMzcCRO3xsvGLmX2c9wcyNj?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/bDyKCVA3BFx2Aw8GFGwuJVG?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/doLuCOM3rcpNKRkWSEGEzF1?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Z1rOCP73vFK0xGnpCz5rzeW?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/G_ElCQn9wCkXWAL0txmgL4J?domain=chrisphilp.us14.list-manage.com
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was greatly appreciated. 
  
If you weren't able to join us last weekend, or if you would like to help further, 
there is still more to be done. A number of streets need leaflets posted through 
doors so that we can ensure as many people as possible hear our message that it is 
time for change in Croydon. 
 
Our leaflets are being kept at the office at 36 Brighton Road. If you would like to 
help with getting these delivered in your free time, please contact [Name 
redacted]  at office@croydonconservatives.com to arrange a time to collect and 
agree on which streets you will deliver to.  
 
Thank you everyone for all your support so far - with your help we can bring 
about the much-needed change in Croydon that residents deserve. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

 
 
Chris Philp 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
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This weekend - key campaigning to 
win Croydon 

 

 

 

Dear all, 
 
The fight to end Labour’s ruinous misrule of Croydon is less than 50 days away, 
with the elections on May 5th. This coming weekend, please join me, our Mayoral 
candidate [Name redacted] and our council candidates, to deliver election leaflets 
across our neighbourhood. [Name redacted] will also be joining us on Sunday 
morning. We will be meeting for four delivery sessions at the car park off Brighton 
Road just south of Purley (and near Reedham station) - the car park is opposite 
104 Brighton Road, Purley, CR8 4DB. The meeting times are as follows: 
Saturday, 26th March, at 10:30am 
Saturday, 26th March, at 2:00pm 
Sunday, 27th March, at 10:30am 
Sunday, 27th March, at 2:00pm 
  
I will also provide lunch at 12:30 on Saturday at the [Address redacted] - the 
nearest car park is Tesco Purley. Please RSVP if you will join us for lunch on 
Saturday.  
 
Please join us at as many of these four sessions as you can - it is vital that we get 
the message out ahead of these critical local elections which are so important to 
Croydon's future. I hope to see you this weekend. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Chris 
 

 
 
Chris Philp 
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
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Dear all, 
 
On May 5th, Croydon will go to the polls to elect an Executive Mayor for the first 
time ever, as well as fresh councillors. I firmly believe that change is needed. The 
council has been run by Labour for the last 8 years. In that time, they have:  
Passed indiscriminate planning consents that have turned the Borough into a 
developer's paradise, and proposed a new local plan that (if they are re-elected) 
will strip any of the last vestiges of control over development. 
Bankrupted the Borough by recklessly speculating on commercial property 
(including spending £30m on a hotel that then went bust and they sold for a huge 
loss). No other London Borough has gone bust like this for over 20 years.  
Permanently shut Purley Pool and voted down a costed plan by [Name redacted]  
to start work to reopen it immediately.  

mailto:chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk
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Botched the Fairfield Halls refurbishment by giving the contract to their cronies 
who has no experience in that kind of project, which then created a £40m 
overspend. 
 
Left council tenants living in squalor in mouldy flats and ignored their desperate 
pleas for help - preferring instead to spend money on failed commercial property 
speculation.  
 
Wasted over £200m of our money on the failed Brick by Brick developer that is 
trying to concrete over every green space it can find.  
 
[Name redacted] is running for Mayor and wants to change this. I realise that not 
everyone receiving this email may ordinarily be a Conservative supporter, but the 
local circumstances with Croydon's failed Labour Council are so bad that they 
transcend regular party politics. If you are willing to help [Name redacted] get 
elected as Mayor and Conservative councillors elected (for example, by helping to 
deliver leaflets or making a small donation) then please click on this link to 
register how you could help: [Link redacted] 
 
In the meantime, I will be doing everything I can to oppose what Labour has done 
to the Borough as a local MP. But what will really transform the Borough is a 
Mayor like [Name redacted] running the Borough who can make the much-needed 
changes. Please do forward this email to friends and neighbours who may be 
interested. The link to the form to register if you can help the campaign in some 
way again is here: [Link redacted] 
 
With best wishes,  
Chris 

 
Chris Philp  
Member of Parliament for Croydon South 
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office@croydonconservatives.com 
and I'll get back to you as soon 
as I can.  

 

 

 

 

I.  

 

Dear Resident, 
 
We are writing as a local Croydon MP (Chris) and a local businessman who is 
running to be the first Directly Elected Mayor of Croydon [Name redacted]. 
 
Both of us are deeply concerned with the many failings of Croydon Council, which 
has been run by Labour for the last 8 years. With the council and Mayoral elections 
to decide who runs Croydon coming up on May 5th, we would like to get your 
views on critical local issues such as the council's finances and performance, 
planning, crime, and the state of Croydon town centre. It will only take about 5 
minutes to complete. The link to the survey is here: [Link redacted] 
 
Please do forward this email to your friends, and post the survey link above on 
social media, as we are keen to hear from as many people as possible.  
 
With best wishes,  
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EDCVCD135C5oVvZ4CowMJH?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EDCVCD135C5oVvZ4CowMJH?domain=croydonconservatives.us4.list-manage.com
mailto:gavin.barwell.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:office@croydonconservatives.com
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